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ANGOLA 


RESEARCH SHOWS CABINDA RICH IN PHOSPHATE 


AB031856 Launda ANGOP in French 1656 GMT 3 Dec 82 

[Text] Cabinda, 3 Dec (ANGOP)--Angola's Cabinda Province, which is rich in 
oil and various mineral resources such as gold, manganese, phosphates, potas- 
sium and asphalt, is one of the richest regions in the People's Republic of 
Angcla and deserves special attention from the Angolan party and government 
for the gradual development of the exploitation of these resources. 


After the inauguration of the Cabinda gas project on 8 November 1982, the 
sector of industrial mining in the province has confirmed the existence of 
high quality phosphates found in large quantities in the areas excavated. 
The excavation work has already been completed. A considerable amount of 
phospi.ate is currently being analyzed in Luanda and Belgrade laboratories 
for the determination of its commercial value. 


The excavation of this mineral in the Cacongo municipality, that is in the 
Mongo-Tando tract to be more precise, which began in May of this vear ended 
in October with very positive results thus fueling the hope of finding large 
quantities of phosphates in that area. 


The first phase of the activities therefore consist in the siting of 60 
drills by COFANG, an American firm which has been operating in Angola since 
the colonial era, as well as the opening of sic cogs and the application of 
22 new research drills. 


Apart from the area where the phosphate mines--800 meters deep--were discov- 
ered, the technicians charged with excavating these mines within the framework 
of the agreement signed in April 1981 between Angola and the Yugoslav company 
Energo Projek have also discovered a sedimentary deposit of phosphate rock 

in the Loango Mongotano District where this mineral is found on the surface. 


Apart from that, phosphate has also been discove: 2d in large quantities in the 
Weka, Cacata, Massabi and Chivovo Districts which, in fact, enables geologists 
to draw the conclusion that Cabinda is an area rich in phosphates. They even 
add that the subsoil of almost the whole of the province contains this mineral 
and that this deposit stretches into the People's Republic of the Congo and 
Zaire, according to the results of research. 


CSO: 3419/299 











ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


CUBAN FORESTRY COOPERATION--The People's Republic of Angola and the Republic 
of Cuba are to carry out economic studies for the better development and 
protection of the forestry in the Angolan province of Cabinda. The Angolan 
minister of agriculture and forestry, Comrade Artur Vidal Gomes, and the 
Cuban minister of agriculture, Francisco Gonzales [as heard] have signed 

a joint working program for [word indistinct] and timber exploitation. 

Cuba will send a group of experts to the People’s Republic of Angola next 
month to implement the program. [passage indistinct] [Text] [AB081515 
Luanda Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 8 Dec 82] 
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BURUNDI 


COTTON HARVEST EXPECTED TO BE AVERAGE 
Bujumbura LE RENOUVEAU DU BURUNDI in French 17-18 Oct 82 p 4 


[Text] The cotton harvest season is now in full swing for the COGERCO in 

the cotton-growing areas of the Imbo plain. But the director of COGERCO, 
Pierre Hicuburundi, has qualified the 1982 crop as "not at all good" due 

to insufficient amounts of rain during the months of January, February 

and March. This year's harvest is expected to yield 5,184 tons of cotton- 
seed which means 1,866 tons of cotton fiber. The director also said that the 
current campaign started with some delay because the agreements to finance it 
were concluded late. Meanwhile, the COGERCO has been buying cotton since 

19 July 1982 in areas where the crop was hit by disease. 


After buying the affected cotton and storing it separately--to prevent 
contamination, the COGERCO had to discontinue its purchases of cotton urtil 
it had obtained funds to pay for the crop. These funds are of two kinds, 
loans from private banks to purchase cotton which will be exported and gov- 
ernment loans to purchase the cotton destined to feed the Bujumbura Textile 
Complex (COTEBU). 


Private banks must wait until the COTEBU decides how many tens it requires be- 
fore they can determine the amount of funds that will be granted to the COGERCO. 
This year, the COTEBU asked for the delivery of 1,000 tons of cotton fiber. 


Therefore, the actual gathering campaign did not start until 18 August, way 
behind schedule. The operations are done by two teams, one working in the 
southern zone and the other in the northern zone. By 9 October of this year, 
the COGERCO had already gathered 2,518 tons of cottonseed which represent 814 
tons of cotton fiber. 


The director also said that the delay had repercussions on the amount and 
quality of the cotton harvested but losses were not too great. He said that 
the means available to the COGERCO for this type of operation were adequate 
but he noted that his company does not have enough money to purchase the cot- 
ton intended for the COTEBU. 


On the subject of complaints made by cotton growers in connection with weigh- 
ing operations which, they claim, are rigged by the agents of COGERCO, the 
director replied that the COGERCO is taking every possible action to prevent 














any kind of tampering. Scales are checked at regular intervals and the 
farmers have been advised to appoint their own representatives to s:pervise 
the weighing operations and these representatives will have the right to 
report any irregularity to the management. So far nobody has reported any 
irregularity of this type. 


The director briefly commented on the use made of a loan from the Central 
Economic Cooperation Fund intended to boost cotton farming. Most of that 

loan is allocated to provide technical assistance and some production factors. 
In the sphere of assistance three appointments will be made; an agricultural 
agent, a manager and an industrial agent. 


As for the production factors, they consist in de2livering fertilizers to the 
Kabezi region, changing the pesticides used in the regions of Kabezi and 
Gihanga. In addition to this, and since the cost of mechanized farming is 
becoming increasingly higher, the region of Gihanga has been advised to use 
animal-drawn implements instead. 


These production factors also include supplying packaging materials for the 
cottonseeds and spare parts for the ginning plant. On the specific subject 

of this plant, the director noted that it is very old and its equipment is 
badly worn out. The industrial agent scheduled to be appointed under the 
chapter of technical assistance will conduct a comprehensive check on worn- 

out spare parts to enable the COGERCO to order replacements with full knowledge 
of the facts. 


Asked why the price of 30 Burundian francs per kilo paid to the farmers has 
remained unchanged since 1977, the director replied that Burundi is one of the 
countries where farmers get a high price for their cotton. 


On the other hand, the COGERCO, an agency which supervises all cotton-growing 
operations, has many expenses which go up from year to year while the price of 
cotton has dropped on the world market. 


To give an example, the average market price in 1980 was 77 cents per pound 
sold FOB [free on board] in Dar es Salaam while in 1981 that price droped to 
63 cents a pound. Despite these prices, the COGERCO sells its production. 
The cotton which is exported is sold to middlemen acting for textile mills, 
mainly a British company and a commercial company from Antwerp. 


As for mobilizing people's interest in growing cotton, the director ssid that 
it was easier for the COGERCO to do so in areas without landholding farmers 
because in those areas it controls the distribution of land. In landholding 
areas there is more of a problem but local officials at all levels should 
adopt the necessary measures to compel the farmers to plant at least 80 areas 
of cotton per household. 


In the current farming season, the acreage planted with cotton was 6,100 
hectares. 


8796 
CSO: 3419/221 











BURUNDI 


BRIEFS 


PRICE CONTROL CAMPAIGN--The chief official in the Gatumba zone and his ad- 
viser recently convoked the traders of that zone to analyze prices. During 
the meeting, the participants discussed various problems relative to the 
practice of their trade and the issue of illegal increases of prices. On 
the first point, all traders were advised to be in possession of a trader 
license. On the question of fighting against price hikes, the participants 
agreed on the principle of displaying the prices of their merchandise. For 
their part, the traders said that they would like the trade license to be the 
only criteria to receive merchandise. They also accused importers of unfair 
practices in the delivery of merchandise to retailers. Before closing the 
meeting, the area chief reminded them that there will be a strict control on 
prices. [Text] [Bujumbura LE RENOUVEAU DU BURUNDI in French 29 Sep 82 p 3] 
8796 


GROUPING PEOPLE INTO VILLAGES--In the district of Bitare, the number of 
houses grouped into villages is increasing. Not counting those houses which 
are almost finished, 28 houses were built on the hill of Mugitega and 10 
others in Mirama de Mwurira. A similar project was launched last year in 
Mirama de Mugera. Now the entire village has a total of 40 houses and more 
are being constructed. Their num»er would be even higher except for the fact 
that the rains destroyed most of the roofless dwellings. Connecting trails 
have been opened up between the houses. Officials responsible for adminis- 
tering the district have promoted this project by supplying construction 
timber to those who plan to regroup. In cooperation with the party, these 
officials also explained to the people the reasons why they should live in 
villages and told them that if they regroup it will be easier for them to 
enjoy the advantages of community services such as electricity and drinking 
water and to carry out economic development projects, particularly in the 
spheres of agriculture and livestock farming. [Text] [Bujumbura LE 
RENOUVEAU DU BURUNDI in French 29 Sep 82 p 3] 8796 


CSO: 3419/221 








CAPE VERDE 


BRIEFS 


PARTY OFFICIALS SUSPENDED--Two leading Cape Verdian party officials have 
been suspended from their posts in the National Council, it was announced 
in the city of Praia today. The decision to suspend Commanders Joao Jose 
Lopes da Silva and Eduardo dos Santos was taken at the meeting of the Na- 
tional Council last weekend. The communique issued by that leading body of 
the African Party for the Independence of Cape Verde did not disclose the 
reasons behind this decision. [Text] [LD092242 Lisbon Domestic Service in 
Portuguese 2200 GMT 9 Dec 82] 


CSO: 3442/69 





CHAD 


BRIEFS 


BUSINESSMEN OPTIMISTIC ON NATION'S FUTURE--Diplomats and businessmen have 
been jostling each other for some time in the waiting room of the president, 
who has had numerous appointments with them this week. The visits of the 
diplomats, who come to transmit the good wishes of their chiefs of state, 
seem to be the usual ones. However, those made in the last few days by 
some businessmen have drawn our attention. The president successively 
received the director general of the French Textile Development Federation 
(CFDT), the dir:zctor of the Mobil Oil Company, and the director general of 
the Chad Textile Company (STT). Beyond the normal courtesies required by 
the circumstances there was an obvious interest in the change which is taking 
place. Chad has reached a turning-point, and the businessmen are better 
placed than anyone else to appreciate the fact. They know that the peace 
that has been establisned is a definitive reality and that re-establishment 
of the authority of the government throughouc the country is the prelude 

to stability which, in turn, is the keystone for any investment. What did 
they talk about with the president? About their companies, naturally, but 
especially about the future. And the future seems as promising for Chad as 
for their companies. The director general of the Chad Textile Company did 
not hesitate to make this statement: "I see the future of the STT in the 
same way as I see the future of Chad. I am extremely optimistic." For 
this company, like many others which have been operating very slowly for 

4 years, the time has come to bring the development programs out of the 
files, to make the figures dance and to think about dividends. The best 
indicator of the change is in the optimism of businessmen who know where 
they are going. [Text] [Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 6 Nov 82 p 1] 51/70 


THREE FRENCH FINANCING AGREEMENTS SIGNED--Korom Ahmed, secretary of state 
for foreign affairs and cooperation, and Gabriel Massa, chief of the 

French Cooperation Mission, yesterday [5 November] signed three finance and 
financial aid agreements. They cover a program for the prevention of 
animal diseases in the northwestern part of Chad, assistance to the victims 
of the famine in the Kanem region, and assistance for the operations of the 
STEE [Chadian Electricity Company]. By signing the first two agreements, 
whose total value is 175 million CFA francs, France has provided a subsidy 
for the financing of two projects in the fields of animal husbandry and 
assistance for the people. Animal diseases of all kinds, particularly 
rinderpest among cattle, are a dangerous threat to livestock in the Sahel 
region. It is considered essential to resume the vaccination programs 











which have been interrupted for the last few years. The provision of 
vaccines and the repair of mobile units for the vaccination program will 
account for 125 million of the 175 million CFA francs provided in the 
agreement. Meanwhile, the remaining 50 million CFA francs will make it 
possible to provide four trucks and two tow trucks to International Action 
Against Hunger (AICF), a French non-governmental organization. These 
vehicles will provide for the distribution of food aid throughout Chad and 
more particularly in the Kanem area, where famine has occured. Ths third 
agreement provides one-time assistance of 300 million CFA francs for the 
operation of the STEE. This aid will cover expenditures for fuel and 
lubricants of the Ndjamena electrical generator until the end of 1982. 
[Excerpt] [Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 6 Nov 82 p 2] 5170 


CSO: 3419/265 











CONGO 


DUTIES OF ARMY POLITICAL ASSISTANT DESCRIBED 
Brazzaville ETUMBA in French No 670, 13 Nov 82 p 5 


[Article by Captain Norbert Dabira, member of the Central Committee of the 
Congolese Labor Party and head of the Political Office of Military Zone No 1: 
"The Office of Political Assistant''] 


[Excerpt] In our issue No 655 of 31 July 1982, we wrote of 
the party's political work in the army, giving a brief 
survey of the objectives, the role and the importance of 
that work. We also explained the army's political struc- 
tures. Today we describe for our readers the office of 
political assistant. These men are the ones who are 
called upon to urge on the structures we outlined. 


The exciting mission of the political assistants is to educate our army's mana- 
gerial staff and combatants. 


The Congolese Labor Party attaches special importance to strengthening and de- 
veloping the armed forces. This has a number of parameters, among which are 
training and educating soldiers in the spirit of Marxism-Leninism, in love for 
and devotion to the fatherland and the people and in hatred for the enemies of 
socialism. ' 


The Congolese Party at the present time is studying, with a great deal of atten- 
tion and interest, the problems involved in applying its policy in the army. It 
is providing education and training for managers and combatants. It is through 
Marxist-Leninist instruction that staff and combatants acquire theoretical 
knowledge of the evolution of the society and the army and of high moral, po- 
litical and professional qualities. 


The party provides this activity in the army through the political assistants. 


Here the political worker (the political assistant) plays a central role. The 
profession of political assistant is a complex one. 


The political assistant performs two functions: one is an administrative one, 
in which he is called upon to act as a classical military officer, imparting re- 
spect for regulations and order; the other a political one, in which he is an 
educator, political instructor, organizer, propagandist and agitator. 











llc is above all a professional political leader. lle makes of revolutionary ac- 
tivity a profession in the true meaning of the word, in all his activities; he 
relies on the party's statutes and program. He is a man of principle. Every- 
thing he does has a political and ideological content. He is not just a func- 
tionary, he succeeds in his work only to the extent that he is convinced of the 
party line and the rightness of the party's actions.’ Demanding, of himself 
first and then of others, he must be a seasoned communist. In all of activi- 
ties he carries within his person the ideal of the party. 


As an educator, he is thinking every moment of how he can convince the combat- 
ants of the rightness of the party line and the superiority of communism over 
capitalism. He is called upon to develop political and ideological activity in 
all of the army's personnel ranks. He is occupied with Marxist-Leninist train- 
ing of officers and political training of non-commissioned officers and en- 
listed men. That is to say: organizing political courses, conferences, semi- 
nars, talks, etc. He teaches all officers the necessity for political work in 
the troop and imparts to them educational skills. 


By virtue of his political office he shows his concern for the authority of the 
party by assuming an avant-garde role among its members and by controlling the 
way in which the policy of the party and the government is executed. He opposes 
any regeneration of nonproletarian ideas and any petit bourgeois tendency. 


Better still, he is a propagandist, an agitator who is capable of transmitting 
to the troop with lightning speed every one of the party's watchwords and of 
creating a liaison network of a kind that will ensure permanence for the par- 
ty's propaganda. 


The political worker, through his methodology, must.be able to touch the hearts 
of groups and individuals while realizing that each individual is distinctive. 


However, he must make of the sum total of the individualities and distinctions 
a collective whole capable of sharing a common ideal. 


Through his behavior the political assistant increases his credibility and has 
a positive influence on his other activities. In carrying out his duties, the 
political assistant must know how to lead the mass of soldiers, must know their 
skills and the limitations of their knowledge and strength. 


In the entire army, thus far, confidence remains one of the determining factors 
in its success, which presupposes on the one hand a perfect understanding be- 
tween the political staff and the military, and on the other hand a candid un- 
ity between staff and combatants in a spirit of iron discipline. 


At the present time, the effectiveness of any work depends on rational use of 
the time factor. Consequently, he must plan his work by the year, the half 
year and the week, which enables him to follow up on his activities scientifi- 
cally. 


Our army, the National People's Army, is made up of classes of persons from 


various social strata; it is a complex body in which there are young and old in 
all the different ranks. 


10 











Consequently, the political assistant is obliged to act circumspectly, ina 
methodical and proper fashion. This necessarily requires a very special crit- 
ical and humanistic effort. 


Moreover, he respects the party's statutes and program and sees to it that they 
are rigorously respected by others. 


To accomplish such a complex function requires an adequate cultural and pro- 
fessional level. ‘The execution of an order in our army is considered to be the 
result of confidence in and the competence of the person who gives the order. 


One of the political assistant's missions is to maintain optimism in the troop, 
sO it will be convinced of the future victory of socialism, and so it will as 

a consequence resolutely fight against any kind of thinking that is contrary to 
Marxist-Leninist ideology. 


The political assistant is very discreet in his work; he must not make his pu- 
pils feel that they are about to submit to change, but instead he must train 
them to change themselves in action. It is a difficult but indispensable art. 


Wwe have said that the political assistant is a good propagandist and agitator. 
What, then, are his principal traits in this precise context? 


A strong ideological conviction (a flawless belief in the communist 
ideal), otherwise the political assistant's speeches will lack at- 
tack, conviction, penetration and allure. He must be able to touch 
hearts and minds. 


Simple and modest, he is a good speaker, a master of the language in 
which he is expressing himself. 


He does not stop with a plain statement of the facts. He seeks to un- 
derstand the interactions and interdependencies of events and to dis- 
cern the positive and negative sides so they may be used to benefit the 
group as a whole. 


Clear and precise, the political assistant must know how to reach all 
the masses of soldiers by means of facile language, free from convolu- 
tions. tie always prefers direct contact. He gains his listener's in- 
terest first, holds his attention and sends him into action. Every 
word, every sentence, every idea he expresses must be retained in the 
hearts of his subordinates as a call for general mobilization to ac- 
complish the revolutionary ideal. tie is skilled at captivating the 
audience in order to inoculate it with the vaccine of revolution. To 
do tnis, before every speech the political assistant must become famil- 
iar with and study the particular public before whom he is to speak. 


In wartime, the role of the political assistant becomes increasingly exciting. 
Upon him falls the duty of renewing energy, mobilizing men and imbuing them 
with enthusiasm. He must maintain cohesion in the ranks of the military and 
Supervise the reinforcing of the single command. 


1l 

















The political assistant is also a military specialist who knows almost as 

much about the military art as the unit's commander. "A political assistant 
who does not know the military art has no place in the army," for here the mil- 
itary art and Marxist-Leninist methodology are used to facilitate action in 

the military milieu. He must constantly raise the degree of his political and 
professional qualifications in order to be responsive to the latest data of 
military science. He is the enemy of routine. This enables him to control his 
troop and elevate his authority. He is constantly serving as an example and his 
subordinates are always trying to imitate and resemble him; "a directive or an 
order given by a man whom you would like to resemble is carried out gladly and 
wholeheartedly." 


The political assistant is also concerned with the leisure time and the families 
of the military, and he watches over their spiritual and material welfare. 


To best carry on his work, he supports the organizations of the party and its 
youth. 


8946 
CSO: 3419/270 
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CONGO 





SUCCESS OF FIVE-YEAR PLAN ESSENTIAL FOR DEVELOPMENT 
Brazzaville MWETI in French No 678, 4 Nov 82 pl 
{Article by Kiala-Matouba: "The Prior Condition" ] 


[Text] "Our plan is being implemented at a particularly unfavorable time on 
the international scene. However, we must grasp the tiller and move ahead. 
We are inheriting a disastrous situation, particularly in the state economic 
sector, where our efiorts to revive certain enterprises have not yet yielded 
significant results. Some results have been achieved, but the huge financing 
requirements necessary for recovery of this sectorvcorrespondingly reduce 

our ability to undertake new operations." 


"It should be pointed out that in no case must the recovery of these 
enterprises become a Sisyphean task for public funds. Each year in March, 

as you know, there will always be a review, sector by sector, of the 

recovery of state enterprises to enable courageous adjustment of the previous 
measures and the making of decisions by the inevitable ‘lame ducks.' Strict 
attention must be paid to this directive at all levels, and state sector 
workers must be aware of their priorities and the seriousness of their 
responsibility." 


In making these statements on Tuesday to the National People's Assembly, 
President Sassou-Nguesso certainly was urging the workers to make their own 
sound evaluation of the positive aspects, both internal and external, of their 
activities, but also to search out all obstacles and shortcomings that may 
explain certain disgraceful situations. 


This excerpt from the speech by the Central Committee chairman well 
illustrates the political leadership's awareness of our country's current 
situation, just as all other world countries are also experiencing many 
serious economic problems. Aware of the resulting dangers, the political 
leadership is concentrating on carrying out the 5-year plan, on which the 
country's future and the progress of the revolution directly depend. The 
president of the republic emphasized the stakes in this struggle, while 
pointing out the workers’ responsibility. His stress on the problems of 
restoring our economy and making our production system profitable indeed 
identified the focus of the efforts that must be made by members of the 
party and mass organizations as well as economic sector personnel. 
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Earlier, the delegates to the sixth congress of the Congolese Trade Union 
Federation in August stressed in their resolutions the necessity for 
mobilization of the workers to successfully fulfill the 5-year plan. That 
goes without saying, however "the strong limitations of servicing the debt," 
as the head of state pointed out, give cause for thought, particularly at 
the time when those elected by the people are about to examine the 1983 
budget, which coincides with the second year of the plan. 


Indeed, in the current inflationary environment, marked by a stiffening trend 
among the industrialized states, the issue of investments must henceforth 

be analyzed in terms of the desirable level of foreign debt. '"We are 
serious," said the chairman of the Congolese Labor Party Central Committee. 
This attitude requires also paying closer attention to the cost of investment. 
Thus, the setting of priorities cannot be analyzed only in financial terms 
but also in terms of human resources and effective means for implementation, 
so that the cost of development can be reduced in all sectors of activity. 
However, economic development is not only a matter of financing, but also, 

and above all, the result of political will, of genuine mobilization of all 
the dynamic forces of the nation and the efforts of everyone. Thus, the 
workers, in the workshop, factory, enterprise, farm or field, "must be aware 
of their priorities and the seriousness of their responsibility."' The 

reason why the 5-year plan is, and will be in the next few years, the 
primary, major concern of the political leadership is that the plan represents 
in the current situation, both national and international, the prior and 
imperative condition to be fulfilled in order to bring to real fruition all 
the goals we have set, to materialize our aspirations, and to translate into 
achievements the high ideals of our revolutionary program. 


9920 
CSO" 3419/260 
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CONGO 


SAPM'S FINANCES, PRODUCTION, PROBLEMS 
Brazzaville ETUMBA in French No 669, 8 Nov 82 p 4 


[Article by Sam Kaya Dieudonne: "The Madingou Agricultural and Animal 
Husbandry Company (SAPM)"} 


[Excerpt] With 528 million francs [as published; possibly CFA francs] iu 
capital the SAPM was established after comrade Marien Ngouabi visited his 
Romanian counterpart, President Nicolae Ceausescu. The agreement which 
followed the visit was signed in 1974 by the ministers of agriculture and 
rural economy of the two countries, who assigned priorities to the SAPM, 
particularly the cultivation of cotton and other actitities related to 
agriculture. 


The Madingou Agricultural and Animal Husbandry Company inherited some of the 
old buildings of the former Nkenke experimental farm, located 7 kilometers 
from the district capital of Madingou, on National Route 1. It has four 
divisions; administration and finance, cultivation, animal husbandry, and 
mechanical. 


In terms of finances the company has an authorized capital of 528 million 
francs, divided as follows: 51 percent for the Congo government, or 
269,280,000 francs; and 49 percent for the Romanian government, or 
258,720,000 francs. Further, the SAPM comes under the "B" system of the 
Investment Code by presidential decree No 77/74 of 18 October 1974. A 
system of taxes on industrial income, a contribution from patents, a special 
tax on companies, the definition of the real estate status of developed 
property, a customs tax  ~.. imports and exports--these are included in the 
decree and provide fiscal benefits to the company. 


In terms of agriculture the SAPM has 4,430 ha divided as follows: 3,000 
hectares for the agricultural sector, in which the principal crops are corn, 
which is grown on 800 hectares, with 500 hectares for the first crop and 300 
hectares for the second crop; rice, grown on 1,000 hectares; cotton, grown 
on 200 hectares; and animal husbandry, which takes up an area of 1,280 
hectares. The company also raises chickens for meat, hens, and eggs. 


In commercial terms the company still has some problems, particularly a hait 
in the cultivation of cotton because of difficulties related to the economic 
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situation and high costs compared to the sales price. In the interests of 
serving the masses and for improved integration of the trading system the 
SAPM at present has two sales outlets in Madingou and Nkayi and plans to open 
other outlets in Brazzaville and Pointe-Noire, in the framework.of the 
five-year plan. However, in terms of its turnover the company in 1980 
recorded an overall level of activity of 243,673,000 francs, compared to 
75,112,250 francs in 1976. 


Finally, the SAPM produces and sells its output, despite many obstacles, 
including the poor condition of equipment, which makes it impossible to 
carry out the program completely. The provision of an operating fund of 

75 million francs last year by the Congolese government to the SAPM to 
resolve these difficulties has given new hope to the workers collective of - 
this large company. 


5170 
CSO: 3419/1259 
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CONGO 


DATA ON MBE STATE FARM 
Brazzaville ETUMBA in French No 669, 8 Nov 82 p 4 


[Article by Ntinou Laurent: "Mbe State Farm: Objective Is to Increase 
Production" ] 


[Excerpt] According to the statement of the cabinet of 15 October the 
agricultural harvest for 1981-1982 was a failure on state farms. There was 

a near total decline in production. That is why, aware of this situation, 
the state farm workers, using the system of criticism and self-criticism, 

an effective weapon of Marxism-Leninism, have resolutely committed themselves 
to future battles for production. 


Thus, for the harvest season of 1982-1982 good results are appearing at the 
Mbe State Farm. The Mbe experimental farm, the newest of the state farms, 

was established in 1975 after the Mantsoumba and Makoua farms. It is located 
about 150 kilometers from Brazzaville and has the task of flighting against 
shortages and increases in the price of foodstuffs in Brazzaville and vicinity. 


During the present harvest season the 86 workers on this farm must plow 280 
hectares, harvest 106.2 hectares of fields, dig up 1,062 tons of root crops, 
and produce 38 tons of foufou [sic]. All of this involves a turnover of 
25,488,000 francs. 


The harvest is sold as root crops and foufou, at various prices. Root crops 
are sold in Mbe for 750 francs a sack of 50 kilograms and for 1,100 francs 

a sack of 50 kilograms at Brazzaville and at the Ngo PCA [Administrative 
Control Post]. Foufou sells for 3,500 francs for a 40 kilograms sack in 
Brazzaville and for 3,200 francs in Mbe. 


The farm has two Mercedes trucks which provide for the marketing of the crops 


along the lines mentioned above. The farm sells to certain customers under 
contract, in addition to sidewalk sales in the residential districts. 


5170 
CSO: 3419/1259 
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CONGO 


OCC'S PREPARATIONS FOR COFFEE, CACAO HARVEST 
Brazzaville MWETI No 679, 5 Nov 82 p 3 
[Article: "OCC: Ready for Harvest Season" ] 


fExcerpt] Economic problems, and particularly an increase in the quality 
of coffee and cacao, are a matter for concern for the authorities of the 
Coffee and Cacao Office (OCC) during the harvest season of these two 
agricultural products, which begins in November. 


Already the executives of the office are engaged in adjusting all of the 
facilities necessary for the proper functioning of this harvest, which 
promises to be very good. At the cabinet meeting on 15 October the government 
decided to raise the prices of certain agricultural products, including 

coffee and cacao, in order to encourage the farmers to increase production. 


The last harvest season (1981-82) was satisfactory, despite the poor prices 
of these crops on the international market. The OCC ach’ 2ved 111 percent of 
its goal for coffee and 98.6 percent for cacao, resulting in a business 
turnover of almost 1 billion CFA francs (860,933,204 frencs). 


For this year's harvest season the OCC plans to increase production of 
domestic coffee from 865 to 886 tons, oc 21 tons more than in the preceding 
harvest season. Production of cacao should reach 2,120,000 tons, compared 
to 1,900,733 tons last year. Production of 206 tons of palm cabbage 
[palmiste] is anticipated. 


Regarding its equipment, this state agricultural and commercial company has 
large capacity vehicles. However, the poor condition of the roads in certain 
places constitutes a serious handicap for the OCC which at times does not 
achieve its production goals. The completion of the first five-year social 
and economic development plan which, in large part, was prepared. to open 

up the rural areas of the country, could provide a solution for this problem. 


The OCC also has three small pusher boats for the northern regions of the 
country which are accessible only by river, particularly the Pikounda PCA 
[Administrative Control Post], which is 300 kilometers from Ouesso in the 
Sangha area. 
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Keyarding its financial resources, the OCC obtains harvest loans from the 
BNDC [National Development Bank of the Congo], repayable as the products are 
sold abroad. 


The managers, the truck drivers, and the recruitment of temporary agents in 
the collecting areas, as well as the agricultural service agents working at 
home, are the human resou¢ces of the OCC. These agents, who work in 
operation with the colle.:tion team, classify the products and countersign 
the market declarations. This manner of functioning permits the OCC to 
control collection activity on the ground. 


In another area the OCC, whose activities are not limited just to the 
marketing of coffee and cacao, has seedbeds for these two products. For 
coffee the seedbeds began to function 3 years ago in the six areas where the 
OCC is active: Kouiloi-Niari, Lekoumou-Bouenza, Plateaux, Cuvette, Likouala, 
and Sangha. For cacao the experiment with the seedbeds has gone on for 2 
years in four areas of activity: Likouala, Sangha, Cuvette, and Kouilou. 

To operate the seedbeds, the OCC imports coffee seeds from the Ivory Coast 
and cacao seeds from Cameroon. 


The 1982-83 harvest season will involve the distribution of plants from these 
seedbeds to the planters and also for the regeneration of wornout plantings. 
The OCC assists the farmers by making specialists available to them, whose 
task is to bring to the farmers modern agricultural techniques. It should 
also be noted that the sanitary treatment of the plants is entirely assumed 
by the OCC, through its technicians. 


In addition the OCC has two coffee roasting ovens, one at Brazzaville and 
the other at Pointe-Noire. The Brazzaville oven processes raw coffee beans 
into ground coffee in two forms: the first form is finely ground for making 
coffee by the filtration method and the second form is more coarsely ground. 


The Pointe-Noire processing miil classifies the products by quality prior 

to export. The principal customers of Congolese coffee and cacao are France, 
Holland, Great Britain, and Belgium. The People's Republic of China purchases 
principally cacao. | 


5170 
CSO: 3419/1259 
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CONGO 


BRIEFS 


PRC, SOVIET-FINANCED BUILDINGS--9 Nov--Comrade Antoine Kodila, technical 
supervisor for SNEFAC [expansion unknown], is optimistic about the progress 
in constructing the People's Hall, which is part of the 5-year plan. The 
first stone was laid on 13 August 1981, and completion is planned for the 
first half of 1984. Kodila said that the cost will be almost 7 billion. 

The project is a result of Chinese-Congolese cooperation based on an agreement 
between the two parties. As for construction of the party's Higher School 
SONACO's [expansion unknown] technical director, Pierre Gouddi, told ACI 
yesterday that there has been no progress. "Almost 2 months ago work was 
interrupted for lackof stone. SONACO is in the process of concluding a deal 
with "Dragages," but it cannot deliver until December 1982. In the meantime, 
work is proceeding slowly. The project is estimated to be 40-percent 
complete. Completion is going to pose problems since work is currently at 
virtually a shut-down level." At the time of the contract, no 55065/09901 
of 1 March 1980 between the CPSU and the Congolese Labor Party, the 
construction cost was 990,535,474 francs. With the increases in cost of 
stone and cement, the estimate is now more than 1 billion. SONACO also 

has a financing problem, and it has submitted a request for assistance to 
the government. When it has received this aid and "Dragages" meets its 
commitment, work will resume normally. The project, which began in December 
1980, may finish in July 1983. (ACI) [Text} [Brazzaville BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN 
DE L'ACI in French 9 Nov 82 p 3] 9920 


BALANCE OF PAYMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING--10 Nov--The balance of payments 
committee of the People's Republic of the Congo (PRC) met on 8 November at 
0800 hours in the Central Bank building, under the chairmanship of Corentin 
Kouangha, director at the DGCRF [expansion unknown], to review the figures on 
the foreign balance of payments in 1981. The committee noted that the PRC's 
foreign trade in 1981 continued. to develop favorably, since the general 
balance of payments showed a surplus of 12.9 billion compared to 11.5 billion 
in 1980. This trend, which was accompanied. by a marked increase in overall 
trade, is attributable to the in. ease in export earnings that, under the 
effect of the rise in dollar value and oil production, rose from 192 billion 
in 1980 to 291 billion in 1981. However, since during the same period imports 
doubled, the trade surplus at FOB value remained in the same range as in 1980 
at 73 billion. Because of a sharp increase in cost of services, the goods 
and services deficit increased from 35 to 128 billion. Free services, and 
particularly movements of capital, both short and long term and both public 
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and private, largely made up for this deficit and made possible the overall 
surplus of 12.9 billion, which helped to increase foreign assets. In summary, 
the committee's conclusions show that the Congo's balance of payments is 
governed mainly by the operations of the oil companies, in respect to both 
earnings (exports and capital contributions) and expenditures (imports and 
cost of services), while the other economic activities abroad (timber and 
agricultural products) are becoming more and more marginal. (ACI) [Text] 
[Brazzaville BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'ACI in French 10 Nov 82 p 3] 9920 


FRENCH SOCIALIST PARTY DELEGATION ARRIVES--A delegation of the French Socialist 
Party arrived in Brazzaville at 0500 this morning. It is led by Jacques (Anne- 
Gervais), national secretary for international relations. After meeting with 
top-ranking government officials, the two party delegations began discussions. 
The visit of the French Socialist Party to Congo, like the visit of the French 
president earlier, is aimed at reviving the traditionally warm bonds friendship 
existing between France and Congo. The leader of the delegation of the French 
Socialist Party did not hide his feelings on his arrival in Congo. This morning, 
the French delegation [words indistinct] paid a visit to the Mariam Nguabi 
monument before the official opening of the discussion between the French 
Socialist Party and the Congolese Labor Party. After explaining the objectives 
of our policy, Pierre Nze, a member of the political bureau and the minister of 
foreign affairs, presented Jacques (Anne-Gervais) who spoke on the origin of 
the French Socialist Party [wor 's indistinct] foreign policy. The discussions 
adjourned just before noon. The French Socialist Party delegation leaves this 
afternoon for Pointe Noire. [Text] [AB101735 Brazzaville Domestic Service in 
French 1230 GMT 10 Dec 82] 


CSO: 3419/294 
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GABON 


WED-GABON DIRECTORS DESCRIBE OIL COMPANY'S ACTIVITIES 
Libreville L'UNION in French 15 Nov 82 pp l, 4 


[Article by Mualabu Mussamba and Jean Bilinga: "'Wed-Gabon'’ Wishes to Expand 
Its Petroleum Investments’ 


[Excerpts/ A delegation of Wed-Gabon Oil Company Limited, led by its new 
president, Morikuni Akinaga, was received last Friday /12 November/ by the 
second deputy prime minister, Etienne Guy Mouvagha-Tchioba, The presddent 
of Wed-Gabon was accompanied by Ei-Ichiro Mimura, Nobuo Tateishi, and Hisao 
Ono, respectively directors and deputy director general of the company. 


Speaking in the name of his company, which is active in Gabon, President 
Morikuni Akinaga made a brief report on the activities of Wed-Gabon to the 
second deputy prime minister and minister of mines and petroleum. In the 
future, he promised: "We are going to expand our investments and will par- 
ticipate as a result in the economic and social development of your beautiful 
country." 


For his part Second Deputy Prime Minister Etienne Guy Mouvagha took the 
occasion to assure his visitors of the total support of his ministry, asking 
Wed-Gabon to make Gabonese petroleum products better known in the Far East. 


The new Japanese company executive, who last Wednesday {10 November] had in- 
spected the production platform at the Ayol site, where eight wells are pro- 
ducing petroleum night and day, at the rate of 4,500 barrels per day (200,000 
tons per year), recalled to the second deputy prime minister that the first 
shipment of petroleum was "toasted" with champagne last May in Tokyo in the 
presence of Gabonese Ambassador Martin Nzue Nkoghe. He also emphasized that 
at the Ayol site Wed-Gabon has a 70 percent interest and that Elf-Gabon (the 
operator) has a 30 percent interest. 


Regarding the members of the visiting delegation, Ei-Ichiro Mimura, a direc- 
tor of Wed-Gabon, is an official of the Dai-Ichi Bank, a partner of the "World 
Energy Development Company" in Tokyo. Another chosen partner of the head 
office of Wed-Gabon is the "Japan National 0il Corporation," which plans the 
petroleum activity of the country. Petroleum is a resource which is totally 
lacking in Japan /sic; as published/. 
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Another director of Wed-Gabon, Nobuo Tateishi, explained to us that the 
petroleum produced from the sea off Gabon went through a "swap" transaction. 
The Gabonese oil is delivered to the Brazilian company "Petrobras," while 
Wed-Gabon obtains oil produced from the Persian Gulf from the American company 
"Aramco." 


This complex but practical system made it possible to ship petroleum in tank- 
ers to Japan over a shorter distance, thereby reducing the extremely high cost 
of sea transportation. 


In Gabon, Wed-Gabon has a permanent representative in Hisao Ono, a deputy 
director general, and three or four Japanese technicians working in the 
Port-Gentil area. Like Morikuni Akinaga and Nobuo Tateishi, Ono originally 
worked for the "C Itoh'' marketing company (a shareholder in Wed-Gabon), 
which sells Japanese industrial products like "Mitsubishi." 


During his meeting with the second deputy prime minister Morikuni Akinaga 


expressed appreciation for the full cooperation of the Ministry of Mines and 
Petroleum. 


5170 
CSO: 3419/253 
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GABON 


BRIEFS 


SUPPORT FOR OAU REAFFIRMED--The council of ministers met yesterday at the reno- 
vation palace presided over by the head of state, His Excellency Elhadj Omar 
Bongo. The cabinet reaffirmed the attachment of our country to the ideals that 
presided over the creation of the OAU 19 years ago. The cabinet also stated 
that the Gabonese Government will oppose any attempt to weaken the OAU, of 
which Gabon is one of the founding members. [Excerpts] [AB091901 Libreville 
Domestic Service in French 1830 GMT 9 Dec 82] 


BILATERAL ISSUES DISCUSSED--Cooperation between France and Gabon was discussed 
at length yesterday at the renovation palace during an audience granted by 
President Omar Bongo to Pierre Dabezies, the ambassador of France accredited 

to Gabon. On this occasion, the two men discussed bilateral issues, especially 
French Head of State Francois Mitterrand's visit next January to our country. 
In this connection, a French technical delegation was expected to arrive in 
Libreville to work out details of the program of this visit. Finally, the 
president of the republic and Mr Dabezies spoke about the resignation of Jean- 
Pierre Cot, the former French minister of cooperation and development. [Text] 
[AB102008 Libreville Domestic Service in French 1830 GMT 10 Dec 82] 


CSO: 3419/294 
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- GUINEA 


BRIEFS 


SIERRA LEONE DELEGATION--An important Sierra Leonian delegation headed by His 
Excellency Abdulai Conteh, the minister of foreign affairs, was received in 
audience at 1630 today by comrade President Ahmed Sekou Toure, the supreme 
leader of the revolution. His Excellency Dr Abdulai Conteh arrived in our 
capital late this morning with a personal message from Sierra Leonian President 
Siaka Stevens to Comrade Ahmed Sekou Toure, the supreme leader of the revolu- 
tion and the Guinean head of state. He was accompanied by the Sierra Leonian 
ambassador plenipotentiary to Guinea. During the audience, the head of state, 
Comrade President Ahmed Sekou Toure, was accompanied by comrade Dr Lansana 
Beavogui, member of the National Political Bureau and prime minister in charge 
of planning and statistics; Abdoulaye Toure, member of the National Political 
Bureau and minister of foreign affairs; and Daouda (Verite), ambassador and 
chief of state of protocol. [Text] [AB091342 Conakry Domestic Service in 
French 2200 GMT 8 Dec 82] 


CSO: 3419/290 
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LIBERIA 


BRIEFS 


MINISTER FINED FOR IMPROPER DRESS--Foreign Minister H. Boimah Fahnbulleh was 
today fined $50 by People's Redemption Council [PRC] speaker Brig Gen Jeffrey 
Gbatu for being improperly dressed when he appeared at the capitol building 

this morning to discuss matters of national concern. According to a capitol 
building release issued in Monrovia today, Minister Fahnbulleh has been ordered 
to deposit the money in the government revenue and present an appropriate receipt 
to the office of the PRC Secretary General Col Ibrahim D. Kollie by tomorrow, 


10 December. [Text] [AB092100 Monrovia Domestic Service in Engiish 1900 GMT 
9 Dec 82} 


CSO: 3400/429 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


LABOR OFFICIAL BACK FROM GDR--Mozambique's secretary of state for labor, 
Carvalho Neves, returned to Maputo at the weekend after a working visit to 
the GDR. During his visit Mr Neves looked at the training of young 
Mozambican workers in the GDR and discussed the expansion of cooperation in 
the labor field. He also met the first vice premier, Werner Krolikowsky, who 
reaffirmed the GDR's solidarity with Mozambique and condemned South African 
racist aggressions. [Text] [MB131244 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1100 GMT 13 Dec 82] 


OPERATIONS IN MANICA PROVINCE--On 5 December, the Mozambican Armed Forces 

in Manica Province destroyed a base of the armed gangsters in the (Kwatsiro) 
region in the (Kudbo) location. In the operation the armed bandits suffered 
heavy losses and left behind nine rifle magazines, six [words indistinct] 
and ammunition. [From the "Voice of Combat" Program] [Text] [EA121614 
Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 0605 GMT 12 Dec 82] 


CSO: 3442/69 
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NIGER 


GOALS, PLANS OF OPVN SET FORTH 
Niamey LE SAHEL in French 11 Nov 82 p 3 
[Article by Alilou Abdourahamane ] 


[Excerpts] The OPVN [Nigerien Foodstuffs Office] was 
established in 1970. At the time of its establish- 
ment the principal objective of this office was to 
purchase grain from the producers immediately after 

the harvest at reasonable prices and thus to be able to 
intervene on a large scale in times of shortage on the 
major markets when the merchants tended to increase 
grain prices inordinately. The OPVN is the obliged 

to sell grain at reasonable prices. 


In order to stabilize both producer and consumer prices, the OPVN purchases 
grain during periods of abundance in Niger and sells it in times of shortage. 
It must be noted that the office does not purchase the grain directly. The 
UNCC [Niger Credit and Cooperation Union] makes purchases for the account 

of the OPVN through its cooperatives and through tribal leaders (where there 
are no cooperatives). These organizations are compensated for their 
participation through a commission of 3 francs per kilogram. 


The purchase ot 70,000 metric tons of grain, including 50,000 metric tons of 
millet and 20,000 metric tons of sorghum, has been planned for this harvest, 
we are told by Mr Adamou Souna, general manager of the OPVN. It must be 
noted that the OPVN determines its purchasing objectives at the beginning of 
each year based on estimates from the agricultural department of the 
Ministry of Rural Development. 


If the plan for the 1982-1983 harvest is met, the OPVN will invest 6.1 
billion francs, all expenses included. 


Althcugh all the arrangements have been made to purchase 70,000 metric tons 
this year, Mr Adamou Souna teils us that the OPVN has not been able to 
purchase the tonnages planned for 2 years due to certain shortages in overall 
production. In addition to the shortages, it must also be stressed that the 
OPVN is obliged to apply the same prices throughout the country. Although 
the suggested price is attractive in regions which are far from large 


28 














consumer centers, it does not seem to be favorable in regions bordering 
these centers, thus prohibiting grain accumulation. 


The most important reason for the OPVN's failure to meet the planned tonnage, 
the general manager of the office tells us, is the accumulation of grain re= 
serves by families and peasants themselves. This means that even if he pro- 
duces more than his food requirements for the year, the peasant is not always 
inclined to sell his millet or sorghum to the OPVN. 


It must also be noted that there are regions where the peasants never sell 
their millet. 


Thus, taking all these factors into consideration and depending on the region, 
at the very maximum only 30 to 40 percent of the excess in a particular 
region may be available for purchase. 


In 1982, the OPVN negotiated for 31,500 metric tons and invested close to 3 
billion francs in rural areas. This year, as we recall, the purchase of 
70,000 metric tons of grain has been planned. 


As of 30 September 1982, 58,347 metric tons of all grains combined were 
included in the stabilization program (stored for future market interven- 
tion). As for reserves, they were estimated at 42,233 metric tons. 


On an entirely different level, it must be noted that the OPVN imporis rice 
every year. This is due to certain food habits, particularly in the large 
centers of population, and to the fact that our rice production is not 
adequate to cover the country's requirements. 


OPVN rice imports range from 20,000 to 40,000 metric tons from year to year 
depending on the supply available at the end of the year. 


As far as millet and sorghum are concerned, the OPVN imports these grains 
when production in the interior of the country is not adequate to satisfy 
the needs of the population. 


Imports of millet or sorghum (especially sorghum because on the international 
market only sorghum is available) are only occasional, states Mr Adamou 
Souna. We hope never to import them, he continued. 


Besides, as proof of the contrary, Mr Adamou Souna indicates, the OPVN does 
not plan to purchase sorghum from the outside this year, considering the 
supply available to the OPVN (of millet and sorghum) and the 70,000 metric 
tons that the office hopes to accumulate and certain donations which are now 


being shipped. 


Let us recall that the OPVN stabilizes domestic grain prices at both the pro- 
ducer and the consumer level. 


This year, producer prices for millet are 80 francs per kilogram and for 
sorghum, 70 francs per kilogram. The sales prices are as follows: 120 
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francs per kilogram for millet and 110 francs per kilogram for sorglium. In 
this regard, Mr Adamou Souna specifies that the OPVN supplies the sacks when 
the grain is purchased and pays the commissions to the organizations that 
are responsible for purchasing the millet and sorghum for its account. 
Fxpensive transportation charges are added to this. As an indication, most 
of the millet purchased in Zinder is shipped to Niamey, Diffa or Agadez. 

For example, when supplying Bilma, without including transportation from 
Zinder to Agadez, the transportation charges amount to 25 francs per kilogram. 
The charges for transportation from the Zinder region (where the millet was 
purchased) to the city of Zinder and from Zinder to Agadez (11 francs per 
kilogram) must be added to this. 


It must also be stressed that the millet purchased for 80 francs per kilogram 
on the market or at the collective costs 90 francs per kilogram when it is 
shipped to the OPVN warehouse closest to where it was purchased. 


Among the difficulties encountered by the OPVN in purchasing foodstuffs one 
can mention the problem of certain persons who are not able to accumulate 
the tonnage which they committed themselves to supply and unfortunately have 
the money in their hands, which results in two types of problems, Mr Adamou 
Souna tells us. 


First of all, the investment of a large sum of money on the market results 
in very rapid price increases. Then, every time that the OPVN entrusts 
money to purchasing organizations, the money is subject to bank exchange 
charges. The harvest loans granted to the OPVN by the banks are paid back 
at 10 to 50 percent interest per year. Thus, if the money is removed from 
circulation by these organizations and no grain is purchased, the OPVN 
must pay all the charges and suffer a total loss. 


This places the office in a very poor position with the banks because 
generally each. time that a bank lends money to the OPVN, the office must 
prove that the grain purchases are made and that there are reserve stocks. 


Aside from these problems, there is another cae which seems to be partially 
resolved. This is the distance between collection centers. What happens, 
the general manager of the OPVN tells us, is that a 10-ton all purpose truck 
is sent to pick up 10 sacks in one place, 5 sacks in another, etc. This 
results in inordinately high expenses, explains Mr Adamou Souna. However, 
arrangements have been made to avoid such practices. 


9693 
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NIGER 


AGREEMENT TO ESTABLISH CASABLANCA-NIAMEY AIRLINE 
Niamey LE SAHEL in French 8 Nov 82 p 3 


[Excerpt] Rabat--An agreement on the establishment of a Casablanca-Nianey 
airline was signed in Fez on Sunday by the joint Moroccan-Nigerien Commission 
for Cooperation established last April. 


In the future, this airline is to provide service from Casablanca to 
Nouakchott, Niamey, Lagos, Doulla, Malabo, Libreville and Kinshasa in turn 
authorized sources indicate. 


The Moroccan prime minister, Mr Maati Bouabid, who presided over the 
ceremony to sign this agreement, stressed his country's willingness to work 
for a continued strengthening of cooperation between the two countries in 
all areas. 


For his part, Mr Daouda Diallo, head of the Nigerien delegation and rinister 
of foreign affairs and cooperation, thanked the Moroccan government for the 
"interest" it is showing in developing bilateral cooperation, adding that 
"for two years both parties have put forth praiseworthy efforts to clear the 
way and to strengthen this cooperation." 


In another regard, Mr Baouda Diallo maintained that the two countries have 
"the same practices, the same points of view, the same concerns, the same 
hopes." 


Finally, the Nigerien minister expressed "Niger's admiration for King Hassan 
II's work to promote peace in the Middle East." 


The activities of the joint Moroccan-Nigerien commission, which remain 
separate from President Seyni Kountche's "visit for work and friendship" to 
Morocco which began on Saturday, will continue on Monday with the examination 
of opportunities for cooperation available to the two countries in the areas 
of education anc public health. 
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NIGER 


BRIEFS 


PRC DELEGATION--A five-member Chinese delegation, led by Chinese Deputy 
Minister of Health Guo Ziheng, arrived in Niamey yesterday afternoon on a 
10-day friendship and working visit to our country. The delegation members 
were received by Maj Moumouni Djermakoye Adamou, minister of public health 


and social affairs, accompanied on this occasion by the secretary general 
of the ministry and the PRC ambassador to Niger. Guo Ziheng affirmed that 
the visit will enable a strengthening of the already beneficial Nigerian- 
Chinese cooperation, particularly in the health field. We will profit from 
our stay in Niger by exchanging views particularly on health matters. Dur- 
ing his visit, Deputy Minister Guo Ziheng will pay a number of visits. He 
will also have discussions with officials from the Ministry of Public 
Health and Social Affairs, and meet the Chinese medical mission in Niamey. 
Next week he will go to Maradi, where he will visit the department's 
hospital center and health organizations, and meet the members of the 
Chinese medical team working in Maradi Department. [Excerpts] [Niamey 

LE SAHEL in French 19 Nov 82 p 3] 9920 
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SENEGAL 


SOLAR STATION PUT INTO OPERATION IN BODIE SAMBA 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 16 Nov 82 p 13 
[Article by Mamadou Cisse: "Solar Station Inaugurated at Bodie Samba"] 


[Excerpt] Mr Jacques Diouf, secretary of state to scientific 
and technical research, just completed a two-day tour of the 
Sine-Saloum region. 


Mr Diouf was accompanied by Mr Ngagne Tall, assistant to the 
governor, in charge of administrative affairs, and by techni- 
cians of his department; he visited successively Kaffrine, 
Nioro and Fatick. The first stop on this quick tour was 
Boudie Samba, in the Malhem Hoddar district, where the 
secretary of state inaugurated a solar station designed to 
pump water for cattle. The characteristics of this solar 
station take into account its location, the feasibility of 
drilling wells and the services to be performed. 


The solar station has a capacity of 200 cubic meters per day and was financed 
by the Aid and Cooperation Fund which provided 70 million of our francs. A 
water storage unit will also be provided; it will cost 10 million francs and 
will be financed by the Mutual Fund for Rural Development. All this demons- 
trates the Senegalese government's intention to continue its water supply 
policy which has been given priority in the economic and social development 
plan. 


We must not forget that Senegal's economy is essentially based on agriculture 
and that, until now, the government has shown that it was fully aware of the 
importance of rural water supply. This is the reason for the many sacrifices 
made so the Bondie Samba solar station could be built. Moreover, the local 
people praised the government's efforts in all domains, in particuliar in that 
of livestock water supply. They also asked the secretary of state to express 
to President Abdou Diouf and Prime Minister Habib Thiam their gratitude for 
the many benefits they keep receiving. 


After Boudie Samba, Mr Jacques Diouf chaired an important meeting of the Region- 
al Development Commission in the conference room of the Kaolack governorate; 
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the meeting was devoted to the national days of reflection on agricultural 
science, renewable forms of energy, vocational training and structural rein- 
forcement. At Nioro-du-Rip, the minister visited the ICDCS (Permanent Inter- 
state Committee for Drought Control in Senegal [as published]) laboratory 
which has been installed on the premises of the Agricultural Research Center. 
This laboratory represents an integrated control project and constitutes an 


essential facet of the vegetable protectiun program set up after the great 
drought. 


We should point out that this project will make it possible to determine 
which of the available scientific methods are the most adequate to protect 
crops in the eight ICDCS countries. The operation is designed to regulate 
the population of animals/insects which devastate crops; it takes into ac- 
count characteristics peculiar to the environment and species considered and 
uses all suitable techniques and methods as long as they are compatible. Now- 
adays, it seems that some parasites, at different population levels, will not 
Cause economic damage but, curiously enough, will protect the crops. At pre- 
sent, the laboratory employs eight scientists, including five Food and Agri- 
culture Organization experts and three Senegalese. They are assisted by 
seven agricultural engineers and eight technical agents. 
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SENEGAL 


BRIEFS 


SINGLE CANDIDATE FOR THREE PARTIES—Three Senegalese opposition parties of 
Marxist tendency have come out in favor of presenting a single candidate 
for the presidential election and a single list for the legislative elec- 
tions, scheduled for February. These three political organizations, the 
African Independence Party, the Communist Workers League, and the Workers 
Socialist Organization, also issued in a joint communique an appeal for 
unity of "all organizations upholding struggle by the working class and 
working people." The three Marxist parties express in the communique 

their belief that this unity must be established "immediately" and without 
precondition “around a common platform that reflects the current protest 
concerns of the working masses."' In conclusion, they affirm that they 
want no part of "a government of national union envisaged by the government 
and its henchmen." There are 14 parties in Senegal, of which the majority 
are Marxist organizations. [Text] [Niamey LE SAHEL in French 19 Nov 82 p 5] 
9920 


ELECTIONS 27 FEBRUARY--Dakar, 9 Dec (AFP)--The presidential and legislative 
elections will be held in Senegal on 27 February 1983, official sources announc- 
ed in Dakar on Thursday. The voters, who total 1,887,324 now, will vote for the 
president of the republic and 120 assemblymen for 4-year term of office. The 
president will be elected by absolute majority while the mixed ballot will be 
used in the legislative elections. A total of 60 legislators wiil be elected 
through proportional representation on a national ticket while 60 others will 
be elected by an absolute majority from districts. The parties taking part in 
the elections will have to pay deposit of 3 million CFA francs to be refunded 

to them if they win at least 5 percent of the valid vote. The Supreme Court 
will for the first time be charged with ensuring a fair election campaign and 
elections. A total of 14 political parties have been created in Senegal since 
the establishment of an unrestricted multiparty system in 1981. [Text] 
[AB091737 Paris AFP in French 1502 GMT 9 Dec 82] 
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JAPANESE RICE DONATION--Yesterday morning, the Japanese ambassador to Senegal, 
his excellency Mr Chiyuki Hiraoka, presented our country with 2,778 tons of 
rice, a gift from the Japanese government. This major gift, worth 375 mil- 
lion CFA francs, comes aftey an exchange of letters signed on 10 November 1981 
by Japan and our country; it comes in addition to the 5,000 tons of Japanese 
rice received by our country in 1979 and to the 4,400 tons of wheat given to 
Senegal in 1980. The gift received yesterday, therefore, is designed to re- 
lieve the food shortage resulting from the drought, and to contribute to our 
policy of food sufficiency. On this occasion, the Japanese ambassador stated 
that the food assistance his government just sent us should strengthen the 
friendly relations which exist between the Japanese and Senegalese people. 
"This rice, which Japanese farmers grew by the sweat of their brows, must con- 
tribute to strengthen our relations," His Excellency Chiyuki Hiraoka said. 

"In a more symbolic way," he added, "it is as if the farmers of the two coun- 
tries were sharing the same bowl of rice." For his part, the commissioner 

to food assistance, disclosing that the Japanese government was about to send 
us another 3,600 tons of rice, stated: "Japan has never failed to help us. 
Every time we have had a food shortage, Japan was there to help." Apart 

from food assistance, he also said, Japan has also given our country 35 cross- 
country trucks that were used to collect millet and distribute it in the re- 
gions where there was a shortage, which are often of difficult access. 
[Excerpt] [Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 13-14 Nov 82 p 5] 9294 
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SIERRA LEONE 





FISH PROCESSING COMPLEX OPENS; USSR AID CITED 
AB100814 Freetown Domestic Service in English 2000 GMT 9 Dec 82 


[Excerpts] The president, Dr Siaka Stevens, today performed the dual ceremony 
of officially opening the Sierra Fishing Company's new freezing tunnel and 
fish processing complex and commissioning the company's seven new fishing 
vessels at the company's headquarters in Freetown. 


Describing the occasion as an important milestone in the company's develop- 
ment, as well as a remarkable achievement, Dr Siaka Stevens noted the signif- 
icant impact which the combined project would make to the development of an 
integrated fishing industry aimed at contributing toward the country's attain- 
ment of self-sufficiency in fish and other marine products. President Stevens 
explained that in addition to expanding the national fleet, the new vessels 
have specifications which would enable them to diversify their fishing ac- 
tivities to adequately exploit our marine resources and, to a great extent, 
lessen the country's dependence on foreign fishing vessels. 





He also noted with satisfaction that the freezing tunnel will enable the conm- 
pany to process fish under more hygienic conditions and provide the domestic 
market with high-quality products. [passage omitted] 


The president said he was heartened to learn that the Sierra Fishing Company 
had received the cooperation of several agents including the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and the USSR Ministry of Fisheries, and hoped the company 
would continue to develop and make its mark on the overall development of the 
country. 


Earlier the acting minister of natural resources, James E. Laverse, said the 
company's aim of continuous progress was further advanced with the setting up 
of a (?smoke) processing plant at Murrany Town. He said the company has also 
embarked on the processing of fresh fish through the construction of a freez- 
ing tunnel and further expansion of its fleet and commended it for providing 
800 jobs for Sierra Leoneans. The acting minister revealed that 20 percent of 
the company's shares were owned by (Franzov) of the USSR and the rest by the 
National Development Bank and Sierra Leoneans. The history of the company, he 
said, made interesting reading and it showed what effective planning, good 
management and sound judgment could do. [passage omitted] 


CSO: 3400/430 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


COMPLEXITIES OF RELATIONS WITH UNITED STATES DISCUSSED 
Capetown DIE BURGER in Afrikaans 10 Nov 82 p 9 


[Text/ In U. S. policy, we can now expect a stronger interest in South 
Africa. This can become very troublesome for both goveruments. 


Although this will be most notable in the House of Representatives, there 
will also be greater commotion in the Senate. This will be especially 
apparent in the foreign affairs committees and specifically in the 
subcommittees tasked with African affairs. 


So far the House has been the most active in this matter for more reasons 
than just the fact that there exists a Democratic majority which is less shy 
about creating difficulties for the Republican administration. 


Liberal 


Another reason for this is that the House members are elected for a 2-year 
term and on the very day following their election its members launch the next 
election campaign. They must get attention immediately for the sake of 
self-preservation. 





In the Senate, the term is 6 years and this gives its members a chance for 
greater tranquillity. 


There are several factors which make for this greater interest in South Africa. 


The bigger Democratic majority in the House means that there will be more 
Democrats in the above committees and this will probably make them more 
liberal. 


Thus, you end up with the usual party politics. -A more important factor is 
to be noted in the rumor now going around that the negotiations for getting 
the Cubans out of Angola and for arriving at a settlement in the South-West 
have hit a snag. 


The possibility that this could work has thus far abated considerably the 
attacks against greater involvement. Even some hasty people had to take 
into account the possibility that if they let things slide out of their 
hands and the South-West question is resolved, this would make them look 
very stupid. 
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There will be more activity against South Africa in the House and especially 
in its subcommittees. The first action will be taking place pretty soon: 
Early in December there will be an investigation of the story that South 
Africa is trying to destabilize its neighboring states. 


Agget 


There will be gestures of reasonability, but such a committee essentially 
obtains the kind of testimony that it wants to hear. It is the one that 
chooses the witnesses. 


The problem is that as a result of this our credibility ends up being less 
irreproachable than desired, even among Republicans. 


In general, our reputation has not fared so well lately. There has been a 
very bad week which has caused strong repercussions: The confinement of 
Dr Beyers Naude, the Agget case, the court case about a policeman and the 
death of three blacks... 


Climate 


At the House, several draft bills designed to get at South Africa have already 
been submitted. These include bills against U. S. investments, the sale of 
the Kruger rand in the United States, the delivery to South Africa of 
equipment or information which could help its nuclear power program and also 
against IMF loans to South Africa. 


The chances that any of these bills will end up in the law books are slim, but 
this sort of thing is continuing to build up a climate; it continues to create 
problems and the legislation being introduced in member states, designed to 
discourage banks from investing in South Africa, is making progress step by 
step. 


In the Senate, greater attention is being given to our affairs and the liberal 
Democrat Paul Tsongas has already warned that he has stayed on the sidelines 
long enough now. He thinks that he has given a fair chance to constructive 
involvement, but that this sort of thing has not come up to expectations. 


We are also going to be affected by the other pole of U.S. policy: the new 
right of Senator Jesse Helms and his group. 


In 1980, they swung into action against the liberal Democrats with enthusiasm 
and money and many of these Democrats were defeated. They have a powerful 
influence as people who are not loved, but are feared. 


They wanted to do something again, but have actually failed in every front. 
Now they are being looked upon under a different light: It was not them, but 
the aversion to Carter and the attractiveness of Reagan which led to the 
Republican victory against those Democrats. 
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their intluence has now diminished. Some of them are strong supporters of 

South Africa...sometimes for the wrong reason. How much this has actually 

meant for us, in those days when they were regarded as powerful people is 
something debatable at best; however, in the future this could be the cause 
of greater embarrassment for us as regards the greater center group. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


WITHDRAWAL OF CUBANS FROM ANGOLA STILL AT IMPASSE 
Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in Afrikaans 10 Nov 82 p 3 


[Text] There is increasing interest over Foreign Minister Pik Botha's visit 
to Washington later this month. On this occasion Mr Botha will be conducting 
talks with the U.S. Secretary of State, Mr George Schultz. 


The general expectation is that these talks will deal mostly with the South- 
West matter and the withdrawal of the Cuban troops from the area. 


Mr Botha's visit to the United States is probably connected closely with the 
serious problems now being experienced with respect to the South-West and 

the checkmade situation regarding the removal of the Cubans. Both Angola and 
the other "frontline states" continue to be totally opposed to the withdrawal 
of the Cubans, because this matter is not a part of Resolution 435 of the 
Security Council which serves as a basis for the independence process. 


Help 


While the "frontline s-ates" insist that Cuban presence in Angola must not 
be coupled with the South-West question, the U.S. Government is apparently 
determined to resolve the Cuban question together with the South-West problem. 


It is not at all out of the question that the Reagan Administration will 
recognize the communist regime in Angola in exchange for the withdrawl of 
the Cubans. Large scale economic aid may perhaps also be a part of such an 
agreement with the Angolan Government. 


In the meanwhile it has been learned the U.S. Vice President George Bush 
will shortly visit Africa and will also be stopping in Nigeria, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe and will probably try to bring these countries in line with the U.S. 
viewpoints. 


No Choice 


Rumors in political circles would have it that both the South African and the 
U.S. governments will ultimately have to be satisfied with an Angolan 

promise of a gradual withdrawal of the Cubans from Angola after a cease-fire 
goes into effect. Such an agreement would be in sharp conrast with the present 
South African and U.S. viewpoints that all Cubans must be out of Angola when 
the independence process is initiated. 
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Minister of Defense Gen Magnus Malan recently reasserted this government's 
viewpoint during an address he made in George. However, the government 
will have no other choice than to fall in line with the United States if 
Mr Bush arrives at a compromise with the "frontline states" during his 
planned visit. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


NATIONALIST, CONSERVATIVE PARTY POLICIES ALMOST IDENTICAL 
Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in Afrikaans 3 Nov 82 p 10 


[Text/ With respect to policy the small difference between the Nationalist 
Party and the Conservative Party is nowhere better illustrated than when the 
foreign policies of the two parties are compared. This is especially true 
with respect to South-West Africa, the actions against the terrorists and the 
so-called "Constallation of States" plan where the policy direction of both 
parties is actually identical. 


What is especially of great interest is the fact that the Conservative Party 
has come out clearly in favor of a "settlement" in the South-West... just like 
the Nationalist Party. Among other things in the Conservative Party's program 
of principles, the statement is made that: "The party supports a settlement 
of the South-West Africa question in which the self-determination of the 
various ethnic groups, and therefore also of the whites, is insured." 


Political circles also point out that the mention of the "settlement" concept 
is an indication that the Conservative Party also recognizes the voice of 
another party, in addition to that of South Africa, in the South-West dispute. 
In the present situation this recognition can have only one meaning, namely, 
that SWAPO, or the United Nations acting for SWAPO, is regarded as the 
counterparty in. the negotiations. 


The question is being asked as to whether the Conservative Party would be 
willing to negotiate with the United Nations or SWAPO in order to reach a 
so-called "settlement" in the South-West. If the Conservative Party were not 
willing to do so then the use of the word "settlement" would be meaningless; 
therefore, it is obvious that in using the phrase in its program of principles 
the Conservative Party has clearly indicated that it is favorably inclined to 
take part in such discussions. 


In the course of the past several weeks, the Conservative Party has shown signs 
that it wants to fall back to the old Turnhalle draft constitution, which made 
provisions for a multiracial government for the South-West. This is also 
apparent where inference is made to this with the use of the term "self- 
determination of the various ethnic groups." What strikes one as being rather 
odd is that this "self-determination" is being presented as a condition for a 
"settlement." 
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However, events of the past year have clearly shown that the United Nations, 
the five Western countries and SWAPO are in no way willing to accept such a 
condition and are insisting on the one-man one-vote election under the 
supervision of the United Nations. The Turnhalle deliberations were 

scrapped exactly for the reason that the five Western countries demanded that 

a settlement must be internationally acceptable and thus may not have an ethnic 
basis. The Conservative Party's program of principles contains no indications 
of how the party would overcome this stumbling block. 


Still another peculiarity in the Conservative Party's program of principles 
is its attitude with respect to terrorist attacks. "As in the case of any 
other country, South Africa retains for itself the right of self-defense 
against terrorist organizations and those who provide a haven for them." This 
is how that part of the program dealing with this matter reads. No mention 

is made of the fact that the war must be terminated and that the countries 
which are providing a haven for the terrorists are confronting the choice of 
stopping this sort of help or suffering the consequences. Any country's 

right of self-defense is an obvious thing and this does not have to be 
inscribed in a party's program of principles. 


According to the Conservative Party's program of principles, the party is 
willing to collaborate with all the independent countries of southern Africa 

in a so-called deliberation of states. From this, one can justly conclude that 
a Conservative Party government would also establish relations with communist 
countries such as Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Angola. This is identical with 

the present policy of the government which would like to obtain the 
collaboration of these countries in its so-called Constellation of States. 


What is surprising in the Conservative Party's policy is that their 
"deliberation of states" would have a permanent secretariat. Such a 
secretariat would be no different from a civil service institution. The 
Reconstituted Nationalist Party has often warned that such an all-inclusive 
civil service would end up being the precursor of an all-inclusive government 
which would gain more and more powers. 


From the Conservative Party's program of principles and from the statements 
made lately by leading personalities of the party, it is very clear that the 
party's foreign policy is generally in agreement with that of the Nationalist 
Party. The most disturbing feature is that the Conservative Party apparently 
does not regard the dispute over the South-West and the war against the 
terrorists as being of predominant importance. The Conservative Party is 
clearly willing to grant independence to the South-West in accordance with 
the Turnhalle constitution, which makes provisions for a predominantly black 
government. 


This attitude is in sharp contrast with the views of the Reconstituted 
Nationalist Party. Jaap Marais, the leader of that party, has repeatedly 
emphasized that the South-West shall never be allowed to come under a black 
government, because this would have innumerable consequences for South 
Africa. Not only would this shift South Africa's line of defense southward 
to the Orange River and eastward through Botswana and Bophuthatswana, but a 
black government in Windhoek would also represent a serious blow to the 
morale of white South Africa. 


44 











In addition, the Reconstituted Nationalist Party believes that the border 

war must be stopped immediately. If it cannot be terminated by making it 
clear to black countries that they must stop helping terrorist bands, then 
economic and military means must be brought together. The Conservative Party 
apparently does not share this view, because in its program of princ ples 
there are only weak references to "self-defense." 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


TERRORISTS AIM IS A CONFERENCE TABLE VICTORY FOR SWAPO 
Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in Afrikaans 10 Nov 82 p 6 
{Editorial: "Rhodesia and South-West Africa"] 


[Text] Terrorists cannot win militarily. When, in so many words, Col Ken 
Snowball made it clear that SWAPO could never achieve more in all eternity 
he merely reconfirmed the fact that Rhodesia was not lost by military 
defeat, but by politicians who sought a political "solution" which was 
imposed upon the government of Rhodesia from outside. South Africa's 

part in this, and to be sire that of John Vorster, is well known. 


Colonel Snowball's position is of course nothing new. Major General Charles 
Lloyd, the commander of the South African forces in South-West Africa has 

on several occasions put this matter in the same terms. But he has gone 

a little further saying that the South African forces could easily wipe out 
SWAPO, but that political impediments are being put in the way. 


The tragic aspect of the South African government's policy with respect 

to South-West Africa is of course that the political solution for which it 
is striving will in no way have any other result than a possible military 
victory for SWAPO. The government's political "solution" is calculated for 
the exact purpose of establishing a black majority government in Windhoek. 


In its surrender policy, recently we have also been hearing more frequently 
the argument that South Africa cannot bear the cost of the operations in 
the South-West indefinitely. This then is being presented as the reason 
why the political "solution" of a black majority government in Windhoek 
must be sought. 


However, Colonel Snowball also affirmed that with respect to this there 
will not be any difference in the cost whether South Africa fights at the 
Kunene River or at the Organe River. But it is on the Orange River where 
South Africa will have to fight even if the political "solution" is found, 
because those who believe that the terrorist aggression will end with a 
black regime at the helm in Windhoek are living in a dreamworld. 
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Experience in the rest of Africa has already shown that the search for a 
political "solution" for what cannot be obtained militarily will not end 
in Windhoek. At Windhoek they will start once again searching for a 
political "solution" in South Africa. 


To be sure the government has already initiated this process when it 
started to draft new constitutions instead of going through with its 
most important priority, namely, smashing SWAPO militarily. 


The illusion in which the government is trying to keep the public is that 
the terrorists are conducting a war for the purpose of attaining a military 
victory; but as elsewhere in southern Africa the war is a means of forcing 
the other party to the conference table and achieve victory there. In 

any military operation the point of departure should always be to defeat 
the enemy on the field of battle and then get him to come to the conference 
table on your terms. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


GOVERNMENT ACCUSED OF ENCOURAGING BLACK SQUATTERS, POLITICAL RIGHTS 
Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in Afrikaans 10 Nov 82 p 7 


[Text] Over the past few months more and more has been heard from government 
circles about the "new approach" to black housing. But one can already see 
what this "new approach" to black housing around white cities will be like 

by looking at Winterveld. 


Winterveld, northwest of Pretoria, is the biggest squatters area in South 
Africa. More than half a million blacks have congregated there living in 
all conceivable forms of shanties and shelters patched up together with 
discarded materials. 


Legal 


Indications are now unmistakable: The government is going to "solve" the 
problem of black squatters not only by making it legal, but even by 
encouraging it. What has led the government's new approach to black housing, 
which in practice means nothing more than allowing black squatting to go on, 
is obvious. Although the government announced, with great gesticulations, 
its so-called total total strategy for black housing, the irrefutable fact 
is that it is impossible for the government to proceed to provide housing 
to blacks in white areas at a rate which is in step with black growth and 
black influx. The fact that this is impossible, even if the government 
were to dedicate almost its entire budget to that, is something which 
stands out clearly when mention is made of the fact that the housing 
requirement for blacks over an 8 year period has been put at 1.8 million 
dwelling units. 


By comparison the Viljoen Report on Black housing estimates that it will 
cost 770 million rand to catch up with the backlog of 35,000 dwellings in 
Soweto. At the same cost per dwelling as that estimated by the Viljown 
Commission, the cost for the 1.8 million dwellings for the blacks would 
run about 39,600 million rand as of now. 


48 











Recommendations 


After, as early as the beginning of the year, the government had made 
specific provisions for "controlled squatting" in its so-called total 
strategy for black housing, in a recent issue of the government's liberal 
mouthpiece BEELD, a great deal of light was shed on "what progress is being 
made in the application of the new approach" in Winterveld. 


It also appears that to a large extent the government's "new approach" owes 
its origin to the recommendations which Dr Flip Smit, the vice president of 
RGN [Council for Humaniterian Research] and Jan Booysen of the University 
of Pretoria, made last year in their work called "Black Urbanization." One 
of the recommendations they made was that black squatting must be accepted 
as an unavoidable thing and that it simply needs to be controlled and 
directed in certain ways so as to prevent white cities from being totally 
surrounded by black slums. 


Their recommendations that basic services must be provided to the squatters 
had also found a voice in the government's so-called total strategy for 
black housing, which among other things stated: 'Where practically possible 
certain basic services (water and sewer) as well as social services and 
infrastructures must be provided" in those places where squatting actually 
takes place. 


Guinea Pig 


Although Winterveld is a part of Bophuthatswana, development there 
apparently takes place in collaboration with the South African government 
and Winterveld turns out to be the guinea pig for the establishment of such 
squatters quarters around white cities. BEELD certainly foresees this by 
saying that black housing needs in South AFrica are getting to be 
increasingly critical "and squatter areas such as exist at Winterveld are 
just the beginning of various dwelling sites of this kind in our urban 
areas." A joint committee of the governments of Bophuthatswana and South 
Africa has also decided to build 1,000 new dwellings in the slums "as part 
of a plan to upgrade the area.'"' 


More than a hlaf million blacks have converged in the Winterveld area 
which stretches around the black urban areas of Garankuwa and Mabopane. 


In that area a beginning has now been made to provide the squatters with 
water, electricity and sewer system. 


In practice the “control” which the government provides in its housing 
strategy means nothing more than assigning specific areas to blacks for 
squatting purposes and that services such as water, electricity and sewer 
systems are to be supplied by government authorities "where practically 
possible." 
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Legislation 


The legalization of black squatters around white cities will be removing 

the last stumbling block in the way of large scale influx into white areas 
for the millions of unemployed in black areas, after recent developments have 
clearly shown that the government intends to revise the draft legislation, 
which is to control black influx, in such as way as to render it powerless. 
The legislationis now being held back until such a time as black urban 
authorities are established and then consulted on this matter. 


However, the serious implications of the manner in which the governnent 

is opening doors wider for black influx into white areas is that the 
government must have already decided that political rights must also be 
extended to blacks. At the moment this is being kept secret for fear 

that white reaction could kill the multiracial constitution. The manner 
in which the government keers promoting -hese factors, thus increasing the 
pressure for full political rights for blacks residing in white areas, 
renders such a consequence unavoidable. 


7964 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


USSR REPORTEDLY DISSATISFIED WITH DETERIORATING MACHEL REGIME 
Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in Afrikaans 10 Nov 82 p 2 


[Text] Rumors are now circulating in Maputo that the days of Samora 
Machel, as president of Mozambique, are numbered. This comes from 
Portuguese military instructors whose help FRELIMO has enlisted in an 
attempt to shore up the wavering Machel Government. 


A large section of Mozambique is already being controlled by the Mozambique 
National Resistance Movement (MRM) and according to informed sources more 
and more people are teaming up with the MRM and thus the forces which they 
have on the field are now already estimated at 10,000. 


Transportation 


The MRM has already had so many successes in destroying roads and rail lines 
that transportation lines to Mozambique's black neighboring countries are 
only the exception. Only the Mozambique transportation lines with South 
Africa, which to a large extent are being maintained with the help of the 
South African Government, are still working. 


Direct attacks on FRELIMO's military forces are also being undertaken at 
an increasing rate and the MRM has already been engaged in actions very close 


to Maputo. 


The MRM threat has increased so much that in July of this year Machel had 
to call off a planned trip to Europe, apparently because he feared a 
government take over during his absence. 


According to informed sources there is a strong possibility that the Soviet 
Union could even replace Machel as a result of the deterioration which has 
been in evidence in Mozambique's communist government since the Soviet 
Union helped him militarily to take over the government some 7 years ago. 
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Not Satisfied 


Moscow is evidently dissatisfied with the fact that Machel has enlisted the 
help of the Partuguese instructors to better train FRELIMO in their struggle 
against the MRM after Soviet military hlep to Mozambique was cut back in the 
past several years. 


A recent Russian military mission to Mozambique promised more and better 
weapons to Machel; but this is being regarded as a last chance for him to 
get his affairs in order. According to the Portuguese sources he will be 
replaced if the progress of the MRM and the general deterioration of 
Mozambique's economy are not halted. Recently the fact that there are 
great fears in the inner circles of the FRELIMO government has also become 
apparent by the stepping aside of several of Machel's top officials. 


7964 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


WITHDRAWAL FROM NAMIBIA NO BIG HELP TO BUDGET 
Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in Afrikaans 10 Nov 82 p 11 


[Text] The withdrawal of South African forces from South-West Africa will 
not bring about any great reduction of these military expenses for South 
Africa. 


This is one of two opinions expressed by a high intelligence officer under 
the command of Gen Charles Lloyd, the military commander of the South-West. 
This is in sharp contrast with the recent statements made by Prime Minister 
P. W. Botha and the impressions which the minister of defense, Gen Magnus 
Malan tried to create in a recent address. 





After Mr Botha tried to soften white resistance to the UN settlement plan 
during the campaigning for the past interim elections by saying that a 
settlement is necessary because the defense of the South-West is entailing 
very great expenses for South Africa, it appears that a high officer of 
Military Intelligence is of the opinion that a withdrawal from the South- 
West would entail almost no reduction of military expenses for South 
Africa. 


The officer, Col Ken Snowball who is attached to the intelligence wing of 
General Lloyd's command in the South-West, assumed this position in the 
course of an interview with the FINANCIAL MAIL. 


Taking the lead from the prime minister's emphasis on this matter, the 
newspaper questioned the officer on the cost of the military operations in 
the South-West. 


Colonel Snowball said: "If we withdraw from the South-West we are not going 
to demobilize. We are going to keep all those troops and we will have to 
continue to pay them salaries. We will have to develop new bases along the 
Orange River. Therefore, I am of the opinion that the economic aspect is 
being overemphasized." 


Weapons 


He also pointed out that the development of weapons in South Africa should 
still be carried on even if there were no ‘var on the border of the South- 
West, but the only way weapons can be developed is by physically testing them 
and this is being done continuously in the operational area. 
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A second position taken by Colonel Snowball is in sharp contrast with the 
recent statements made by General Malan to the effect that the danger of a 
conventional war is on the increase for South Africa. According to 
political commentators, this and other statements made by General Malan 
have conspicuously been a part of the government's old tactic of filling 
the voters heads with the terrorist danger just before an election in order 
to draw their attention away from the unacceptability of its policy. 


When asked whether SWAPO incursions into the South-West can be indefinitely 
kept under control in the event that the UN settlement plan is postponed 
indefinitely, Colonel Snowball answered saying that this would pose no 
problems. 


He said that as of now SWAPO is being controlled very well despite the 
annual efforts it makes at penetrating white areas during the rainy season. 
In September, for example, there were 36 incidents and these represent the 
fewest in a single month since the start of the war. By comparison, toward 
the end of the terrorist war in Rhodesia there were 136 incidents per day. 


Forces 


This year the struggle against the terrorists has been a very successful 
one and there are reasons for believing that many SWAPO commanders have been 
killed. Colonel Snowball said that generally speaking the military forces 
would be able to cope with the present situation for a very long time. 


He said that SWAPO's military force was now (more or less constantly) 
between 6,000 and 8,000 men. The South African forces are killing 
approximately 1,500 of them per year, but the enemy is then replenished 

by recruiting mainly by means of kidnappings. Thus SWAPO's forces remain 
more or less constant; however, according to Colonel Snowball, these forces 
are considerably under 10,000. 


He said that the South African Army had not increased its forces at the 
border by very much and added that: "From a military point of view at 
the moment everything is in our favor." 


7964 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


INTELLIGENCE SERVICE CONTINUES TO INTERFERE IN POLITICS 
Evidence of Interference 
Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in Afrikaans 10 Nov 82 p 5 


[Text] Agents of the National Intelligence Service (NID) have questioned 

a number of Nelspruit inhabitants after they expressed opposition to the 
incorporation of KaNgwane to Swaziland at a public meeting held by Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Pik Botha. One of the persons was told by an agent 
that if he ever spoke to the press about this matter, this would come 

down to "suicide." 


According to a front page story in the Natal newspaper SUNDAY TRIBUNE 
agents of the NID visited Nelspruit after Pik Botha addressed a meeting 
in the town towards the end of August and several questions were put to 
him with respect to the incorporation of KaNgwane. One of the persons 
raising this question, a Mr Izak Rick, was asked by the agents to explain 
his opposition to the incorporation and a tape recording was made of 

this discussion. 


Mr Fick said that he was extremely surprised to see that a matter raised at 
a political meeting now had to be investigated by NID. However he was much 
too upset to refuse to answer their questions and it was not until the 
agents left that he showed his anger over such methods. 


Attorney 


A local attorney, Mr Dirk Bosman, was also visited by the NID agents and 
he was asked to explain who "paid" him to ask the awkward questions. 


Mr Fick was questioned a second time by the NID agents after having rasied 
the matter at a meeting of the Conservative Party's divisional admini- 
stration of which he is a member. When he told them that he was not 

about to discuss the matter with them and that he intended to inform the 
press he was told that this would mean "suicide." 


According to the report government officials were used to sample the feelings 
of the inhabitants before Mr Botha held his meeting at Nelspruit. One day 
before the meeting an official of the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Information had visited Nelspruit for this purpose. He wanted to ascertain 
what sort of reception could be expected. 
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BOSS 


The present NiD interference in a strictly party-politics matter is a 
continuation of the methods followed by the department's predecessor, the 
Bureau for State Security (BOSS). The latter was intimately involved in 
party-politics and was actively working against the Reconstituted Nationalist 
Party. Its agents also listened to telephone conversations between the 
offices of the Reconstituted Nationalist Party and DIE AFRIKANER. Later 
Prime Minister P. W. Botha had to pay an indemnification for this. 


During a public meeting held in Rustenburg last year by Mr P. W. Botha 
bystanders were amazed to ee how persons in civilian clothes, probably 
officials of the Security Police or agents of the NID, were clubbing 
members of the public. Mr Botha's safety was in no instance endangered. 


The custom of teaming up members of the Security Police and agents of BOSS 
for the purpose of promoting certain political aims had already come into 
usage shortly after John Vorster took over the government in 1966. The 
old Republican Intelligence, which was the precursor of BOSS, was used 

for this purpose. 


Later BOSS continued on with these kinds of objectionable actions with even 
more zeal. This is clearly apparent from the reports of the Erasmus 
Committee following the intelligence scandals under Mr Vorster. 


Genl Hendrik van den Berg testified before this committee that he had 
become the "ears and eyes" of the government. "He kept his ear to the 
ground" in order to be able to inform Mr Vorster about everything. 


Judge Erasmus discovered that Van den Berg was the "power behind the 
throne." 


Later it also became evident that BOSS, and above all General Van den Berg, 
had gotten more say in determining internal as well as foreign policy. 


Commentary Against Interference 
Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in Afrikaans 10 Nov 82 p 6 


[Text] It is reprehensible that a service which is supposed to look 

after the security of the country has allowed itself to be used for purely 
party-political purposes. In South Africa we have experienced this sort 

of thing with the Bureau of State Security, but there is increasing evidence, 
and more of it coming out in the open, that its successor, the National 
Intelligence Service, is following the same path. 


It will be a sad day for South Africa is this service will allow itself to 
be used as an instrument for intimidating people from assuming a certain 
political dispensation especially in the case where the public has not yet 
had a chance to voice opposition to it in a democratic way. If we are going 
to face such a situation there will actually be little difference between 
outselves and black dictatorships elsewhere in southern Africa. 


7964 
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TANZANI/ 


BRIEFS 


NYERE GRANTS AMNESTY--President Nyerere has today granted amnesty to 3,640 
prisoners to mark the 2lst anniversary of Tanzania's independence. A statement 
just issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs says the government trusts that all 
citizens released under the amnesty will be responsible citizens and will 
cooperate with fellow Tanzanians in nation building. [Text] [LD100518 Dar Es 
Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 1700 GMT 9 Dec 82] 


CSO: 3449/10 
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ZAIRE 


ZAIRE-BELGIUM RELATIONS 

Brussels LE SOIR in French 16, 17 Nov 82 

[Articles by special correspondent Etienne Ugeux] 

[16 Nov 82 p 5] 

[Text] The Ups and Downs of Belgian Cooperation in Zaire 


It is a long time since we last observed such a deep-seated 
feeling of unrest among the French-speaking Belgian coopera- 
tion personnel in Zaire. Several came to tell us. They asked 
us not to publish their names as they fear retaliation from 
the secretary of state to cooperation, Mrs Mayence, and es- 
pecially from her associates. After years of politicization 
by CVP [expansion unknown] ministers, who are in charge of 
this department, her arrival had given rise to a great hope 
for change. Cooperation agents imagined they had finished 
"eating black bread." They were soon disillusioned. 





First because, as in the past, no true cooperation policy was defined. Also, 
we were told, because Mrs Mayence is a "CVP submarine," who practices an even 
more extreme politicization than her predecessors. The cooperation personnel 
have come to regret the latter. They, they say, only attacked high-level co- 
operation personnel while today even lower-rank personnel "get it" as a re- 
sult of the incredible arbitrary directed especially against socialist co- 
operation personnel and also against some social-christian personnel. 


"At a purely human level," they wrote in an open letter to the secretary of 
state, "our disillusion is still greater. You had formally promised that 
there would be no layoffs during April 1982. Less than two weeks after your 
promise, you laid off 25 agents working in Zaire. Most if not all were dis- 
missed for reasons that had nothing to do with their jobs and not, as you 
peremptorily stated, by Zairian authorities. The latter had requested that 
units in place should stay. You have ordered unspeakably arbitrary layoffs 
with no other justification but an incredible hostility and, of course, con- 
trary to statutory criteria established precisely to deal with such cases. 
(...) In the case of certain laid off cooperation agents, you have condoned 
disdainful and sterile polemics when you could easily have corrected injus- 
tices for which your staff was responsible. (...)" 
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The confusion is such, we were told, that there are now in Kinshasa 25 coope- 
ration agents without a post. Another 10, who were assigned to the education 
office, remain idle because the Zairians (and they seem to be right) do not 
agree with the way the office is organized. All this represents a waste of 

6 million francs per month if we assume that a cooperation agent in the field 
costs 250,000 francs per month to the Ministry of Cooperation. 


Other concrete cases of arbitrary layoffs and transfers were also brought to 
our attention; for instance, those of two members of the Prince~de-Liege 
high-school administrative board, one a technical, the other a scientific 
teacher. Both iiad distinguished themselves by books they had published, 
including one of the three biology textbooks used in Zairois schools. 


All cooperation agents, even those with the best records, are concerned and 
fear capricious decisions from Brussels. You can imagine how low their 
morale is! 


Mr Parmentier, the new head of the cooperation mission in Kinshasa, who recent- 
ly replaced Mr Lelievre, acknowledges that some measures taken before his ar- 
rival caused a stir. "However," he said, "I tried to persuade the cooperation 
personnel that I am a man of goodwill and I did my best to clear the 
atmosphere.” 


Mr Parmentier is a former territorial administrator of the colony. Before 
independence, he became an insurance agent in Liege. Today, he has come back 
to his first calling. 


"Cooperation," he said, "no longer has the financial means it used to have. 
But it is possible to remain as efficient by spending less and cooperating 
cn projects with other donors. We must give our assistance a more human 
dimension by meeting the vital needs of the people." 


We asked Mr Parmentier what happened to the transfer fund about which so much 
was written recently. What is it all about? It is a financial organization 
managed by the ministry of cooperation and the Zairois general commissioner 
to the Plan, Mr Bokana. Under an agreement, the foreign currency amounts 
brought to Zaire by Belgian cooperation are collected in this fund which keeps 
the foreign currency and pays the equivalent to the local recipients. This 
piggybank is used to provide Zairian enterprises with the Belgian francs they 
need to purchase the equipment they require in Belgium. 


Mr Parmentier's predecessor, Mr Lelievre, together with Mr Bokana, had managed 
this "foreign currency bank" alone, without any control by the Belgian embassy. 
This procedure caused the Flemish press to attack Mr Lelievre, who is now 
director of AGCD [expansion unknown] in Brussels and whose integrity was never 
in question. "In the future," Mr Parmentier told us, "all operations will 
require prior consultation with the embassy's economic adviser, so nobody can 
attack the fund management or accuse anybody of arbitrary. Criteria will 

also be established." 
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According to the new head of cooperation, major objectives today include "food 
strategy, the twinning of hospitals and the organization of multitask teams." 
The latter would provide services similar to those that the Territorial Army 
used to provide. The Zairians themselves required it, as part of cooperation 
decentralization. 


As we pointed out to Mr Parmentier that this was the third time since indepen- 
dence that this type of teams was reintroduced, and asked him why this 
rather anachronistic formula had been abandoned twice, he told us that almost 
nothing had been found to document that question and that, therefore, a pre- 
liminary investigation would take place. 


"Major cooperation efforts,'' Mr Parmentier went on, "will essentially deal 
with agriculture and the medical sector where FOMETRO (Tropical Medical Fund) 
is doing excellent work." 


This 1s why we met with Dr Ruppol, head of the Belgian medical mission in 
Zaire and acting director of the Mama Yemo hospital (named after President 
Mobutu's mother). A few months ago, this hospital was in the headlines when 
the physicians working there went on strike. After this crisis, Dr Ruppol, 
whose service record should not be forgotten (Ebola fever control, identifi- 
cation of the Kolwezi victims, etc.) was put in charge of the largest hospital 
complex in Zaire on 1 August by the Zairian government. 


"I accepted," Dr Ruppol told us, "because of the human dimension of this 
assignment, because the hospital provides care for the working classes of 
Kinshasa, and also because I felt I had to help my colleagues who lacked 
technical means to do their job." 


"The physicians' strike was not solely a question of fees, it was also a 
warning cry from intellectuals working in truly deplorable and substandard 
conditions, lacking the means required to treat their patients. In Kinshasa, 
a physician earns 950 zaires* per month. In addition, he receives a position 
bonus which varies according to the hospital to which he has been assigned 
and his seniority. That bonus amounts to 1,200 to 3,500 zaires per month. 
Even the most highly paid cannot make ends meet! As a result, there is a 
brain drain. Several physicians are going to leave to practice abroad. At 
Mama Yemo, as everywhere else, there are mediocre elements, but there are 
also Zairian physicians and surgeons that are the equal of their best Belgian 
colleagues. To improve their lot, part of the fees received for services will 
now be paid back to the physicians. The hospital is not free, but those who 
are destitute do nct pay, and nobody is ever turned away." 


The hospital has a total of 2,000 beds, gives 2,000 consultations every day, 
admits 200 patients every day, and 100 childbirths take place there every 
24 hours, unfortunately with a rather high rate of mortality. 


It is both a factory and a village. Each patient is authorized to stay there 
the African way, i.e. with a member of his family to prepare his food. 





* Zaire currency: official rate, 8.20 Belgian francs; unofficial rate: 2.80 
Belgian francs. 
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The personnel consists of 2,600 people, inciuding 150-160 physicians. Among 
them, some 20 doctors and nurses are expatriates; they include 8 Belgian 
physicians. 


"The principle of twinning hospitals is not new," Dr Ruppol emphasized. "We 
have exchanges, especially with Saint-Luc. But we must derive our inspiration 
from three principles. First, we must not create false hopes nor make pro- 
mises that cannot be kept. Also, it cannot be a tourist trip for those who 
would like to see Zaire. It is also not a charitable organization made to 
find a place for those who are underqualified." 


"Twinning must take place on a healthy and serious basis. It will then prove 
useful, not only to receive material and technical aid, but to create African 
vocations through training periods and to enable Zairian physicians to work 

in Belgium for a certain time under supervision, something which is not always 
available in Zairian universities." 


It is precisely on a university campus, that of Kinshasa, that we found 
Monsignor Gillon. He has been not only the director of education but also 
the builder of Lovanium. As is commonly said, he still has "a brick in the 
belly." Today, he is a sort of “high steward" for some 43 educational insti- 
tutions, including three universities. That in addition to his work as a 
nuclear scientist in Louvain, Mol and Vienna. 


Two years ago, President Mobutu asked him to come back on various missions, 
one of which alone has taken all his time until now: the overhauling of the 
Zairian university equipment, a painstaking task to which he has devoted 
himself, assisted by an outstanding team headed by Mr Verschuere, who had 
already distinguished himself at Louvain-la-Neuve. 


Applying the principle that raw material imports should be restricted and 
local products used to the largest possible extent, the Gillon team has 
accomplished miracles under the impetus provided by its leader, the honorary 
director of education who comes to Zaire three or four times a year. 


Hundreds of laborers are working on huge work-sites close by the campus. 
There, with 40 tons of aluminum and an old machine, a sort of moving side- 
walk, roofing is produced at the rate of 3 km/h! Nearby, tens of tons of 
paint, hundreds of tons of cement are being manufactured. Already, 74 
thirty-cubic-meter containers have arrived from Belgium. 


The supply department is also ccnsidering means of transportation for the 
personnel and the students. They number 30,000 throughout Zaire and close 
to 5,000 in Kinshasa alone. Tens of tractors and some 20 old chassis have 
been purchased and are being converted to trailers that can carry 150-200 
students. 


On the eve of the first day of the university schoolyear, on 24 October, the 
supply department was also asked to provide immediately a one month's reserve 
of food for the students. They did not hesitate and undertook to accomplish 
another feat. 
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Once again (shall we be called nevu-colonialists?), Zairian authorities like 
those of ONATRA [National Transportation Office] and others from various sec- 
tors, called on experienced and dynamic compatriots of ours who had already 
distinguished themselves before independence. 


[17 Nov 82 p 5] 
[Text] Zaire: A Mountain On the Verge Of a Precipice 


In Kinshasa restaurants, you can often see customers who, 
when the check is presented to them, pull out a huge brick 
of bills wrapped in newspaper from a bag or attache case, 
and hand it over to the waiter who starts counting the 
(sometimes dirty) bills one by one. 


Despite devaluations and the vertiginous rise in the cost 
of living, the most common bills are bills of small deno- 
minations, one and five zaires. The largest denomination 
bills are 50-zaire bills, which are humorously called 
"central committees."* 


The Zaire is worth a little over 8 Belgian francs officially 

and, unofficially, 2.80 Belgian francs. But the latter rate 

is used in determining many prices. You can imagire what a 

wad of bills you must take along when you go shopping. 
In the center of town, young hoodlums, the "ballados," will snatch your bag 
ard run away, leaving their sandals behind to go faster. At the time of our 
last trip, again, a Belgian colleague, the editor of a weekly, was robbed 
near Hotel Memling by five men who brutally threw him to the ground. 


In such a case, to get back at least your papers, credit cards, etc., you 
ask the small peddlers and shoeshine boys who go look for the documents and 
bring them back in exchange for a big "matabiche." They are more efficient 
than the police! 


The vertiginous rise in prices has slowed down. The rate of inflation dropped 
from 120 percent last year to 40 percent this year. However, it may increase 
again due to the gasoline shortage. Since June, fuel has been in short supply 
in Zaire. Truckers have had to stand in line up to 24 or 36 hours at a time 
to refuel. Taxi drivers took advantage of the situation to almost double 
their tariffs, insisting that they must buy gasoline at black market prices 
from the dealers, the "Qadhdhafi" as they are called! 





* "Central Committee": an allusion to the supreme MPR authority, whose members 
can spend lavishly. 
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Why this sudden shortage? We asked Mr Bokana, general commissioner to the 
Plan. He received us in his thickly carpeted office at the top of the 
Zairian International Trade Center tower, as the river was glittering under 
an apocalyptic sunset. 


Zaire used to spend 26 million dollars a month to buy fuel. In June and July, 
due to certain "other priorities," fuel imports were restricted to 15 million 
dollars per month, but the quota will be increased again to 20 million dollars 
per month. 


Zaire produces oil: 8 million barrels per month; but its refinery, which dates 
back to 1962, is not equipped to handle that type of oil. Some of the oil is 
kept by the producers (the major producer being Gulf 0il), some is exported 
and brings in 10 million dollars. Thus, although an oil producer, Zaire must 
import its oil and it refines scme of it. 


Reviewing mineral production, based on statistics collected by his department, 
the general commissioner observed that diamond production fell from 12 to 8 
million carats this year. These are essentially industrial diamonds. 


Considering that fraudulent diamond production organized by clandestine Kasai 
diggers represents half the production of MIBA [expansion unknown] at Nbji 
Mayi, the government just decided to authorize artisanal mining, at least 
outside mining zones, as it had done in Tshikapa. The diggers would sell 
their production on location to official agencies. In the future, this should 
prevent illicit trading with Burundi and Congo (Brazzaville). The fraudulent 
trade, we were told in Mbuji Mayi, represented 2.5 billion Belgian francs per 
yeer in 1980. 


A similar decision was also made for gold mining, fraudulent production being 
about equal to regular production: 4 tons per year. Prospecting for this 
precious metal was resumed and two deposits were found, one with 80 tons, the 
other with 13. 


The first vice state commissioner (vice prime minister), Prof Vunduawe Te 
Pemako, lives in a splendid mansion close by the river in the posh district 
of La Raquette. A police squad stands guard at the gate. 


Mr Vunduawe appears pleased with the manner in which elections took place 

over several months. He feels thet the elections sanctioned the political 
decentralization of the country. The new election law provides for five types 
of decentralized entities: the collectivity, the rural zone, the urban zone, 
the town and the region. He explained to us at length how the people voted 

at these various levels. There were close to 30,000 candidates and over 15 
million voters took part in the various rounds. All this, he said, "reflects 
the people's attachment to our institutions and its political maturity." 


Legislative Council (Parliament) members were elected by universal suffrage. 
However, the candidates had to fulfill a number of conditions. They had to 
have completed four years of post-elementary studies, to provide proof of 
some political, administrative or economic experience, to provide proof of 
militantism, i.e. their commitment ¢nd loyalty to the party, the MPR, and 
its leader. Finally, they had to be “honorable and credible!" 
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In addition, candidacies to Parliament were examined by the various party 
authorities, from the rank-and-file up to the Central Committee. In fact, 
out of 2,400 candidates to the Legislative Council, 1,409 were approved for 
310 seats to be filled. In Kinshasa, 209 candidates competed for 21 seats. 
Of the 310 deputies (people's commissioners) only 62 were reelected. There 
was a massive inflow of young pecple and intellectuals. Only 15 percent of 
the deputies are over 60. 


That is true, we were told by a Zairian who does not care much for the regime: 
"There has been some improvement in the voting procedure. There was a time 
when deputies were elected by acclamations! And that was it. Everything is 
relar.ve. But we should agree on the meaning of 'democracy.' If it is a 
democracy, it is a Zairian not a western type of democracy. I guess this 

is the ‘right to difference’ Mobutu is always talking about." 


"The vice prime state commissioner recognizes the ‘maturity of the people.' 
Then, after 22 years of independence, why not amend the Constitution? And 

why sentence to 15 years in prison the 13 deputies who wanted this maturity 
to materialize in the creation of a new party?" 


"Now that a majority of young deputies and many intellectuals have been elect- 
ed to Parliament, there is some hope. They may be more aggressive than the 
former people's commissioners who, 201 of them being present, voted with only 
22 abstentions to lift the parliamentary immunity of their 13 colleagues. 

They may have feared wrath from higher up and the abolition of Parliament, 
which would have deprived all of them of their monthly 6,000 zaires." 


"Tt is futile," he went on, "to hope for an uprising of the people, as some 
opponents who have taken refuge in Europe do. The prime concern of the 
Zairians is to survive and earn their daily 'chikwangue.' As you saw, the 
Franco-African summit took place in Kinshasa among the most complete indif- 
ference, except of course for the acclamation brigade around the people's 
palace. The MPR is not even trying to bring the masses to the streets as it 
used to. In Brazzaville, on the contrary, the whole population went to 
acclaim Mitterrand. Here, nobody came out for the 18 heads of state. The 
people do not give ad..." 


In addition, we were told by an expatriate observer, Mobutu has reinforced 

the special presidential brigade with the help of seven Israeli technicians 
who landed here after diplomatic relations with the Hebrew state were resumed. 
The brigade, which now numbers 3,000, had become sparse and included many 

old soldiers who were rather tired. The brigade was re-outfitted and recruit- 
ing was severe. 


The army budget is inadequate, as is the soldiers’ pay--200 zaires--when it 
is paid at all. This results in much abuse and exactions when the soldiers 
do not receive their rations and are hungry. They will do anything to get 
a few zaires. For instance, two Belgian girls travelling as tvurists were 
robbed of all their money at the Goma airport on 9 October, early in the 
afternoon, by the officer in charge of security. One of them, waiting for 
the Kinshasa flight, was guilty of sitting on a shelf in the waiting room. 
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When all her zaires were confiscated, she asked for a receipt. The officer 
then told her with a sneer that, in that case, it would be more expensive. 
That is a strange way to revive tourism! And it is only one anecdote among 
many! 


The Franco-African summit was another occasion for Mobutu, who was said to 
be burnt out, to rise from his ashes. Hewent far beyond the French- 
speaking circle: "We were 25 in Paris, we are close to 40 in Kinshasa," he 
emphasized, embarking on a way which Francois Mitterrand seems unlikely to 
follow next year, as he basically prefers to confine himself to the French- 
speaking core of Africa. 


Mobutu also accomplished the impossible when he invited Hissene Habre at the 
same time as chiefs of state of countries which, like France, had supported 
Goukouni in Chad. 


It may have been Mobutu's greatest triumph on a pan-African level--and it 
occurred with the blessing of a socialist president of the French Republic, 
too--when he stated (which was true): "We are having a dialogue in Kinshasa." 
That made him look like a mediator reconciling estranged brothers. In addi- 
tion, at a press conference he said he was pleased by the continuation and 
development of bilateral relations with France, which smiles upon him all 

the more willingly as Belgium is getting increasingly reserved. 


In the meanwhile, although they are in good health and hope to be released 
soon (we have this from a reliable source), the 13 former deputies remain 

in jail at the four corners of Zaire, in spite of appeals from Amnesty 
International which Mobutu says "he can no longer take seriously." This is a 
tragedy which the summit seems to have downplayed. And all acknowledge the 
political skill of Mobutu, one of the favorite authors of whom is Machiavelli. 


The other side of the picture is somber. Zaire has practically suspended its 
payments. It is on the verge of a precipice, despite a rate of growth of 
1.9 percent. But this has been said so often in the past three or four years 
that it does not seem to bother Mobutu excessively. He said that, were it 
not for him, "the country would be in much worse shape than it is today." 


The Zairian regime is well known. Neigher Nguza Karl I Bond's book nor the 
famous Blumenthal report have revealed anything new, apart from accusations 
against Belgian politicians. That famous report was sent by Mobutu to eight 
western chiefs of states. Maybe, they say in Kinshasa, to show off and 
demonstrate that the accusations of the former German financial expert do 
not bother him and that Zaire does not have a monopoly on corruption. 


Anyhow, on the eve of the Tripoli meeting, Mobutu seems more concerned about 
his "messianic mission" in Africa than about saving his country from economic 
disaster, his only comment being that Zaire "is the victim of a mafia." 


Therefore, we end up wondering whether they have a true desire to pull 
through, or whether they think they can always find new creditors ready to 
take over, not without ulterior motives... 
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